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December, 2009
Greetings to you, and, peace from God our Father,a  nd our Lord Jesus Christ!

As | write this month’s message, it is the day before Thanksgiving. So, of course, right now my thoughts are
focusing on this evening’s service and the activities of Thanksgiving Day. Also as | think back over 2009
there are a number of special things for which Bethel gives thanks. We purchased a new outdoor sign. It
looks excellent! We also have just received the gift of a new swing set. It will be dedicated during the service
on November 29". It is given by the Miller family in loving memory of ED and GERALDINE MILLER . So we
thank ED, WALTER and DARRELL for presenting this swing set to the church in memory of their parents.
Children will enjoy this gift for many years! And, as you see by the new line under the title above, our website
is up and running! We have had this sight for about a year now. | just thought about the fact that | didn’t
include the web address in the newsletter up to this point, so, here it is.

Of course with this being the December newsletter, we certainly must focus our thoughts on the events of
December. For many years in our church’s history we held a Christmas Bazaar on the first Saturday of
December. Now last year we did not offer the Bazaar because in that year we lost a lot of members in death.
So, many of our workers were either in grieving the loss of their loved one or we lost the workers in death.
Plus many of our leaders were experiencing health problems which prevented them from doing all that they
did before. This year we examined the prospect of having the Bazaar again and we were hoping we could.
But, we just did not get enough response for workers to pull it all together. So, again we will not have our
Christmas Bazaar fund raiser. We will look into having it again next year. We certainly want to thank
everyone who was willing to help. We also take this time to offer our sincere THANKS to MARY ALLISON,

will pray that God guides us in our journey as we see if we can do the Bazaar again next year or not.

We also have something new in December. We will be offering our Second Blue Christmas Service on
December 17". We offered this service last year because we recognized with all the deaths our faith family
shared in 2007-2008, there were many whose hearts would just not be in the joy of Christmas. The Blue
Christmas service offers hope and helps to lift up the spirit of those who are sad, lonely, grieving, depressed,
etc. during the holiday season. This year too there may be many who have lost work, or who have seen a cut
in time and pay and they feel a loss in life. There are many reasons why some people just feel down at
Christmas. The Blue Christmas service is meant to help relieve the sadness and emptiness and focus our
thoughts on the love of God around us and in our lives.

And the special worship services we share are so meaningful! We have the Sunday School program which
this year will feature a play by the children — “Sleepover At the Stable”. And, this year we will offer a
shortened traditional type service at 9:00 am and the Sunday School program will begin at 10:30 am.

But the highlight of the month of December is always the celebration of Christmas. This is the event where
God showed humankind how much He loved us. God could have let us go on trying to win salvation for
ourselves . But God came to live among us. God came to teach us the truth and to show us the kingdom of
heaven. God came to earth as that Babe in the manger and showed us love and how to love. Definitely
Christmas is a time of love and our prayers are that everyone may gain a new perspective on all the love
around them in their lives and that everyone may cherish that love more than they ever did before! God
loves us all and we give praise for that love and all the love we have in our lives!

God Bless! And may you and your loved one share a love-filled Christmas!
With Love, Pastor Lou Ann



MONTHLY PASTOR'’S ACTIVITY REPORT
MONTH: October, 2009

WORSHIP SERVICES: 10/4 — World Wide Communion
10/11 — Baptism of DERRICK RYAN SIMPSON, son of
RYAN & AMY SIMPSON
10/18 — Harvest Home
10/25 — Rally Day Service

MEETINGS: Consistory: 10/5
Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 10/13, 10/27
Newsletter: 10/30
Ministry Advisory Committee: no meeting

VISITS: Home: 25
Home Communion: 2
Hospital: 5
Nursing Home: included in communions

OTHER:  10/4 — Baptism — SHAYLYN TAYLOR POPE, daughter of
WILLIAM & COURTNEY POPE
Friendly’s Fundraising Evening — 10/13
Wedding Rehearsal — 10/16 (St. Joseph’s Catholic Church)
Wedding — 10/17 — JAMIE NACE and CLAY McKIM
Bridal Shower — 10/24
Family Fall Fest — 10/25

Complete days off: 4
Sick Days this month: 1 Total for the year: 5
Vacation Days this month: O Total for the year: 20

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Lou Ann Jones



Bethel U.C.C. Consistory Meeting
October 5, 2009

Meeting was called to order by Robert Ernst 11l at 7:30 p.m. Lou Ann led the group in a prayer.

Attendance was taken. Rev. Lou Ann, F. Brillhart, R. Ernst, Ill, J. Jones, D. Lauchman, E. Miller, B.
Martz, J. Nace, C. Martz and K. Weaver.

Minutes of the September consistory meeting was reviewed. Motion to accept minutes was made
by B. Martz and seconded by F. Brillhart. Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report was read by C. Martz. Motion to accept the report as presented was made by
K. Weaver and seconded by E. Miller.

Pastor’s report presented by Rev. Lou Ann. K. Weaver made a motion to accept the report and
seconded by F. Brillhart.

Committee Reports:

Social (D. Bankert): October 25™ will be a covered dish and White Elephant Sale.

Church Care (E. Miller): Water is turned off at the pavilion. The recycling program is started.
Outreach (D. Yost): No report

Ministry Advisory (R. Ernst reporting): Next meeting is December 7%.

Education: (Rev. Lou Ann reporting): Everything going well and curriculum updates have been
completed. T. Diehl will replace Lindsay as a Sunday School teacher.

Worship (Rev. Lou Ann reporting): Thank you to Jeri and Lou Ann for decorating windows. Harvest
Room is October 18". Rally Day is October 25™ with the Chapelmen. No comments were heard
about the absence of a Preparatory Service.

October 4" Communion servers: E. Miller, K. Weaver, F. Brillhart and D. Lauchman. Alternate is B.
Martz.

Rentals (F. Brillhart): Simpson’s have hall October 23 and 24; Kreitz's have tables on Nov. 10-13;
Sue Tharp for November 26™.

Offering/Attendance (F. Brillhart): Review of September’s numbers.

Fund Raisers (C. Delozier): J. Jones reported that we received a check in the amount of $103.00
from the Hoss’s Community Night. Friendly’s is October 13". Sub sale is October 21%,

Hymnal Committee: We will seek permission to purchase the Chalice hymnal at the October 18"
service. Old hymnals can be taken by those who sponsored them.
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Old Business:

September Greeter: Thank you to J. Ernst

L. Noel trying to make another appointment to have organ checked for some minor problems.
Discussion on a new swing set will take place at the November meeting.

New Business:

L. Brillhart’s resignation was read and accepted.. A new candidate will be talked to.

A 20" year gift for Rev. Lou Ann was discussed. The church will present her a 3-day double
occupancy stay at a Bedford, PA bed and breakfast and some extra spending money. D.

Lauchman made a motion to accept the gift and seconded by K. Weaver.

Rev. Lou Ann inquired about the possibility of Internet service at the church. Available services will
be discussed at the November meeting.

F. Brillhart mentioned that Sunday School pins cannot be obtained from regular vendor.
D. Brillhart is organizing a Heifer project.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Jeri L. Jones
Secretary
September Outreach Report
Deb Yost
Birthday Cards Mailed 13
Anniversary Cards Mailed 5
Get Well Cards Mailed 2

Thinking of York Cards Mailed 3



December Birthdays

7 --Janel Zumbrum
10 — Joan Main

10 — John McMaster
11 — Josie Miller

12 — James Knaub
13 - Ted Kreitz, Il

13 — Connie Delozier
14 — Brian Martz

16 — Ruth Sterner

17 — Vicky Jarvis

19 — Brittany Martz
20 — Carl Lauchman
24 — Justin Diehl

28 — William Zumbrum
29 — Lillian Mummert
30 — Amber Walter

JOYCE REICHERT
Room 215B

Colonial Manor Home
970 Colonial Ave
York, PA 17403

December Anniversaries

4 — Roy & Pearl Geisler
14 — Steve & Deb Yost

15 — Charles & Evelyn Grubb
19 — Mike & Colleen Walter
24 — Carl & Pat Lauchman

KATHRYN KALTREIDER
1935 Niagara Lane
York, PA. 17404

RUTH STER NER
P.O. Box 330
Hanover, PA 17331



RUBY THOMAN is doing very well following her surgery. But, in tests she
had they saw things that require further testing. So, GOD BLESS RUBY
as your time with doctors continues.

MARION LOUEY went into Hanover Hospital November 10™. She was loosing
blood because of an Ulcer. She is gaining strength every day. We know
that God is with you, MARION! GET WELL SOON!

BILL ABBOTT had the surgery for the ICD on November 20"™. The surgery
went very well! Bill stayed overnight and is now home recovering. He
can't drive for two weeks, so we pray for patience. GOD BLESS, BILL!

KATHY MAIN had surgery on November 23" for a Fibroid growth. The surgery
went smoothly. She will be in the hospital at least until November 25. Her
recovery will take 4 to 6 weeks so we pray that all goes well for her! Our
thoughts and prayers are with you, KATHY.

We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other
experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers!

CHRIS SCHWEITZER and MATTHEW McKEE will be married December 19" at Starview UCC,
Mt. Wolf. We ask for God'’s blessings on this couple!

COMING EVENTS:

We were planning to offer our Christmas Bazaar again this year but we felt we just didn’t get
enough response of help to pull it off. We know that your thoughts and prayers were with us but we
needed more people to sign the sheets or let us know verbally they could help. THANK YOU to
everyone who stepped up and offered help. And, a special THANK YOU to KIM WEAVER for
trying to pull it together for us this year.



We will hold our annual meeting to vote on the BUDGET and CONSISTORY NOMINATIONS
on Sunday, December 13" during the worship service. The Budget is included in this newsletter and
will also be available the day of the meeting.

THE ESTRADA FAMILY: Remember that we have a long term outreach with the Estrada Family.
We look to continue to help them with meeting their needs year round. If you would like to give gift
cards to any grocery store or to a department store, that would be wonderful! If you would like to
give anonymously you may drop donations in our SHARE DROPPERS BANK inside the front doors
of the church. Remember, the Share droppers bank is intended for contributors to drop loose coins
or currency you may have available at any time. We continue to support the Estrada’s as they took
on raising the children left without their mother because of domestic violence. Any questions, you
may see JOLENE ERNST.

DID YOU KNOW...... the church has a website? You can find us
at www.betheluccspringgrove.com

Planning ahead: THE BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE will be offered again this year.

We plan to offer this service every year on DECEMBER 17". (One week before our Christmas Eve
service). The service will begin at 7:00 pm. We invite everyone to attend this service. Invite your
friends and neighbors as well. This service in intended to help anyone who is down or depressed at
the holiday time to share in the love of the holidays. This service also is intended to help anyone
who is coping with trauma or loss of any kind such as the loss of a job, the loss of a friendship or
relationship and especially the loss of a loved one through death. We had a very moving
experience at the first Blue Christmas Service in 2008 and we look for another meaningful time
together supporting one another at a time of loss, loneliness and sadness.

AND....... CHRISTMAS EVE — DECEMBER 24™ : 7:00 PM

Our Christmas Eve Communion and Candlelight service will be offered beginning at 7:00 pm.
We will have the traditional worship service which will include some special music by the choir. We
will also be singing a number of Christmas Hymns. Plus we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy
Communion on this most Holy of nights! Then, to conclude our service we will share in the singing
of “Silent Night” as everyone holds a candle. We now have battery operated candles for young
ones or for older ones who may not feel safe holding a lit candle. We certainly welcome everyone
to join us for this blessed worship service!

And, we always hope that everyone has a wonderful, love-filled Christmas!



Vote will be on Sunday, December 13 ™ during the worship service.
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