
 
June, 2009 

Greetings to you! And, peace from God our Father, a nd our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 I have recently been commenting to people about how when I think about Easter Sunday for 
2009 that it seems like it was so long ago. In actuality it was about 48 days – only six weeks. But yet 
it seems like it was months ago. I am not sure why I feel like it was a few months.  In the meantime 
we just last week gathered for worship on Ascension Day – May 21.  Perhaps over the years I have 
made mention before about how Ascension Day seems to be overlooked in many ways.  The 
attendance at this service is very low. But, this is not a recent phenomenon. I remember when I still 
attended the Lutheran church that the attendance had dwindled.  There was one year that really 
bothered me, in fact. What happened was that the church had a softball team and we had a field on 
church property. There was a game on Ascension Day. And, when I arrived to get ready to sing on 
choir I happened to make note of the number of people watching the game. It far outnumbered the 
attendance in the worship service including choir members. So, way back then – some 35 years 
ago, poor attendance for Ascension Day was a problem. 
 I have pondered the reason for this from time to time. And, I am sure I have written about this 
before. I still do not think that I have the answer. Ascension Day is one of the holy days in the 
Christian Calendar that just gets ignored. But it shouldn’t. In my mind the Ascension of Jesus ranks 
just after the birth and the resurrection in importance. As I stated in the message for the worship 
service, -- the Ascension of Jesus is when He returned to heaven to take His place at the right hand 
of God. He will be there and intercede for us and await the day of the establishment of His eternal 
kingdom.  With the event of the ascension we also have the fulfillment of the promises of God.  God 
promised He would send His Son. God promised His Son would bring us salvation by giving His life 
for us. And, God promised that His Son would reign in heaven until the eternal kingdom is to be 
established.  Now, that sounds pretty important to me and I sure want to take time to thank God for 
this event. And, that is for me the purpose of worshipping on Ascension Day – I want to take the 
time to thank God for fulfilling His promises.   
 But, as I said, the importance of Ascension Day has diminished over the years. I do remember 
as a child that my mother would NEVER sew on Ascension Day (or on Sundays too). She always 
said that stitches sewed on religious days were for the devil and would later need to be ripped out. 
(Just one of the many wives tales from her generation.)  Now, I have never taken a survey to see if 
this ever came true or not. But, the point is that a generation ago, the Ascension was a very 
important and respected day as was the Sabbath.  Now, we seem to have very little regard for holy 
days at all. (Don’t get me started on retail stores being open on Christmas, etc.)  I guess this is just 
typical of the society in which we live where respect for God seems to be dwindling. And, many of 
us just seem to go along with the flow. But, it should not be that way. We as children of God should 
make and take a stand. We should show by our lives how much priority our service to God takes in 
our lives. We should make worship of God a priority even on Ascension Day (and I would say 
ESPECIALLY on Ascension Day.) After all, God could have left his promises unfulfilled. The 
resurrection is what assured our salvation and so the Ascension could be compared to the icing on 
the cake. But, God fulfilled ALL His promises when Jesus returned to heaven. So, if you are 
thankful for this fact, make sure to show your thankfulness to God in worship! 
 
        With love, Pastor Lou Ann 
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MONTHLY PASTOR’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

MONTH: April, 2009 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES: 4/1 - Mid-week Service 
    4/5 - Palm Sunday 
    4/9 - Maundy Thursday 
     4/10 - Good Friday 
    4/12 - Easter Dawn and Easter Communion 
    4/19 - Scout Recognition Sunday 
    4/26  
    
    
  
    
MEETINGS: Consistory: 4/6 
    Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 4/7, 4/14, 4/21,  
    Newsletter: 4/28 
    Adult Choir : 4/1, 4/9, 4/15, 4/21, 4/28 
    Ministry Advisory Committee: no meeting 
   
   
VISITS:  Home: 18 
   Home Communion: 3 
   Hospital: 2 
   Nursing Home: included in communions 
 
 
OTHER:       Bought Palms - 4/3 
   Wedding Consultation - 4/7  
   Good Friday Prayer Vigil – 4/10 
   Placed Lilies - 4/11 
   Wedding Consultation - 4/13 
   Sunday School Teachers Meeting - 4/19 
   Sandwich Sale - 4/22 
    
      
 
Complete days off:  4 
Sick Days this month: 2  Total for the year: 2 
Vacation Days this month: 0   Total for the year: 9 
 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Rev. Lou Ann Jones 
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Bethel UCC Consistory Meeting 

April 6, 2009 
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Kim Weaver at 7:33 PM with a prayer by Rev. 
Lou Ann. 
 
Attendance : J.Ernst, D. Bankert, F.Brillhart, C. Delozier, D.Lauchman, B.Martz, E.Miller, J.Nace, 
K.Weaver, C.Martz, Rev Lou Ann Jones. 
 
Minutes from the March Meeting  were accepted after several corrections were made. C. Delozier 
made a motion to accept the minutes with the corrections and J. Nace 2nd the motion and the 
motion was approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  was given by C. Martz. F.Brillhart made a motion to accept the report, J.Ernst 
2nd it and the motion was approved. The stability of the church sign is an issue and once this issue 
is addressed, the sign will be paid. J.Ernst is going to send letters to family members of memorial 
funds asking if they would like to use their loved ones’ memorial donations towards the sign. 
 
Pastor’s Report  was given by Rev Lou Ann. J.Ernst made a motion to accept the report with E. 
Miller 2nd the motion and all approved. 
 
Social : D. Bankert 
 Bowling at Greenmount Lanes: this was the best turn out ever with 50 attending. Everyone had 
a great time. One even helped clean the lanes (What a gal). 
 Everybody’s Birthday and Talent Night was also another success. Thank you, Jeri Jones for 
setting up the entertainment and to all of the entertainers, table decorators and helpers. There were 
over 40 in attendance. 
 The next event will be the Family Dinner on Sunday June 14th. 
 
Outreach:  Deb Yost has taken the outreach position. Marjorie Trump is assisting during the 
transition and Marg Leppo is helping with calls. See report at the end  
 
Ministry and Advisory: No Report this month. Next meeting will be in June. 
 
Worship: Rev Lou Ann 
 Lenten services will conclude with the Maundy Thursday communion service and Good Friday 
service. Sunrise Easter service is at 6:30 AM and communion 9:00AM service. Communion servers 
are E. Miller, L.Brillhart, B.Martz and D. Bankert.  
 
Hall Rental: F. Brillhart reported that Mary Allison has the kitchen on 4/10 for pie making. 
 
Offering and Attendance: F.Brillhart reported that offering and attendance is similar to last year. 
 
Fund Raising report was given by C. Delozier. There will be a chicken barbeque on 7/18. Baked 
goods will be needed to sell at the event and tickets will soon be available. A sandwich sale is also 
in April. The grocery store list is also going well.  
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Church Care: Ed Miller reported that the lawn mowers are ready to go. 
The heat pump and the water heater were checked out and are operating correctly. 
Ed reported that we should not increase the thermostat more than 3 degrees. An increase of the 
thermostat more than 3 degrees causes the coil inside the pump to come on and this is what may 
be driving up the electric bill. Light bulbs were replaced under the canopy. 
New doors for the shed will be installed. 
 
OLD Business:  
 

1. Thank you Brian Martz for being Greeter in March. Connie Delozier is the Greeter for April. 
2. We need to add Elsie Good to the Home bound list. 
3. Jeri Jones to contact Mundorff Sign Company about the stability of the sign. After the contact 

is made, a special consistory meeting will occur on 4/19 to discuss payment of the sign. 
4. Thank you, to Lindsay Brillhart for her service as President. Robert Ernst will assume the 

remainder of the year as President.  
 
New Business 
 

1. An interest was presented to Pastor Lou Ann concerning a memorial contribution to replace 
the present red hymnals. A motion was given by J.Ernst to form a committee to explore the 
possibilities for a new hymnal. D.Bankert 2nd the motion and the motion was approved. 

2. The June consistory meeting will be moved from Monday June 1st to Monday June 8th. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM with the Lords Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted by 
Dave Bankert (Acting secretary)  
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JUNE  BIRTHDAYS        JUNE  ANNIVERSARIES  
 
5   -- CONNER JOSEPH WRABEL    3   -- DARRELL & LINDA MILLER  
6   –  DEB TRIMMER     3   -- STAN & HEATHER REEVER 
12 -- MORGAN LYNN MAIN      13 -- DAVID & PAT SMELTZER 
13 –  BETTY KNIGHT     25 – RYAN & AMY SIMPSON    
14 – JEFF WRABEL     29 – MARVIN & BETTY KNIGHT  
15 -- BECKY McMASTER 
15 -- RUSSELL WENTZ 
17 -- JACOB SIMPSON 
19 -- DAVID SMELTZER 
23 -- RAYMOND WARNER 
24 -- KIM BAUMGARDNER 
24 -- ANDI SIMPSON 
24 -- LINDA McJUNKIN 
25 -- DONNA (SMELTZER) MABRY 
26 – SARA MILLER 
26 -- RANDY MILLER 
26 -- TODD JACOBY 
26 -- CHAD BRILLHART 
27 -- EZRA JARVIS 
27 -- RHONDA ALLISON 
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ELSIE GOOD passed away May 2nd at the home of her granddaughter, KATHY ADAMS. She 
 was laid to rest at Rest Haven Cemetery following the funeral service at the church on 
 May 6th. Elsie was 89 years of age. We keep all of ELSIE’S family in our prayers. 
 
RYAN, AMY and NICHOLE SIMPSON welcomed DEREK RYAN into their family. He was 
 born MAY 21 (Ascension Day) and weighed 7lbs, 14 oz and was 19 inches long. Our 
 sincere CONGRATULATIONS to the Simpson family. 
 
MARJORIE TRUMP is doing very well with her therapy. She is well on the way to recovery. 
 We continue to pray that this relieves the pain she was having in her shoulder. 
 
KATHRYN KALTREIDER  had a spell in late April where she was very tired and could 

not walk. She is back home following a stay at rehab. She has Visiting Angels coming in to help 
take care of her and give therapy. GOD BLESS, KATHRYN. 
 

KIM, MOLLY and TESS WEAVER  are in the process of rebuilding their home life following 
 a fire the end of April. They are in a temporary home while theirs is being rebuilt. 
 We keep the Weaver family in our payers. And for the months of MAY and JUNE, all 
 money placed in the SHAREDROPPERS BANK in the Narthex at church will be given 
 to Kim and the girls. So, if you attend worship and have some spare change in your pocket or 

you would like to contribute to this fund, just “drop it in the bank”, 
 
We ask that you keep persons in your prayers for God’s blessings to be with them. Pray for: CURT 

MILLER, CHARLOTTE MILLER, PASTOR LOU ANN, DEB BANKERT, MARG LEPPO for 
health concerns, and all persons who have lost their jobs or may loose their job sometime soon.   

 
In your time of prayer, remember to ask God to bless our nation and the world. We pray that our 

society will become faithful and that we all will work for peace. We certainly pray that God 
intervenes with leaders in North Korea, Iraq, and other areas of the world where leaders are 
threatening with Nuclear weapon development. 

 
LaVON LEPPO thanks everyone who participated in the surprise card shower for MARG! She had 

no clue to the party that was being set up while she was in her Sunday School class. It was 
truly a wonderful time!  GOD BLESS, MARG and LaVON! 

 
We also ask for God’s blessings on all the people who are “cruising” this year! A number of people 
either have been or will be going on a cruise. May they all have a safe and wonderful time! 
 
We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other 
experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers! 
 
 
On JUNE 7, 2009, during the first of our outdoor worship services, we will have the RECOGNITION 
OF GRADUATES. Anyone from your family who is graduating from HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, 
TECHNICAL SCHOOL, etc., we need their information.  We need the date, the school, what future 
plans are for them, and if they have received or you know they will receive any awards.  
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NEW HYMNALS:   SUE THARP has also agreed to be on the New Hymnal Committee 
so we will begin the process of looking at what hymnals are available. We will keep you informed 
with the process! 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS: 
 
�3�(�1�7�(�&�2�6�7���6�8�1�'�$�<���¦���0�$�<��������������������
� This year our Pentecost Service is on May 31. We will share in the sacrament of Holy 
Communion during our 9:00 worship service. PLAN TO ATTEND! 
 
SUMMER WORSHIP: We will begin our summer worship schedule on Sunday, June 7th.  Last year 
we discussed having every other weeks worship service outdoors. So, to plan ahead, our  
OUTDOOR SERVICES will be: JUNE 7, JUNE 21, JULY 5, JULY 19, JULY 26 is our PICNIC 
SUNDAY -,AUGUST 9, AUGUST 23 and SEPTEMBER 6.  
 
The children’s Sunday School department is trying something different this year. We will have a 
combined class throughout the summer. All the children will gather – in the pavilion, if weather 
permits – for a story time. We will also have an activity which may include a craft or a game or other 
activity. We will offer snacks from time to time. The teachers and the youth members will work 
together to fill the schedule for the summer. This is an exciting opportunity to share in something 
new! 
 
AND – we will be honoring children on JUNE 7.  Children will be a focus for the Sunday School 
lesson that day. The UCC calendar notes children’s day in October, but we will be sharing in a 
focus of children in June.  
 
PENN CENTRAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE MEETING – JUNE 12, 1 3, 14 
Once again, we will be attending the annual meeting of the Penn Central Conference of the UCC. 
We will be traveling to Selingsgrove to Susquehanna University for this meeting. Along with Pastor 
Lou Ann will be JIM and SUE ROTH as delegates and JERI as a visitor.. For worship on Sunday, 
JUNE 14, your worship leader will be REV. DAVID KIRK. He was a college friend. Lou Ann at York 
College. David was also in a bad accident a number of years ago and is in a wheel chair. He will not 
be able to get into the chancel and will lead the service from the floor level. We look forward to the 
message and the worship Dave will share with us! 
 
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP: SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 5:00 PM.  Mark your calendars and sign the sheet for 
the family fellowship dinner. We will have Ham, green beans, etc along with our Strawberries and 
Ice Cream dessert! YUM!  We do need to know how many to prepare for so let us know if you plan 
to attend and how many will be in your party! Also, if you are able to help in preparation and/or 
serving, please see DAVE or DEB BANKERT. 
 
 
 
 



 9

 

 


