
        www.betheluccspringgrove.com                              October, 2010 
Greetings to you, and, peace from God our Father, a nd our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 Over the past few months of consistory meetings we have had discussions about the lower 
attendance that Bethel has been experiencing. Of course, this also affects the contributions that 
Bethel has been receiving. I know it doesn’t change the figures to say that there are many churches 
facing lower attendance and there are some churches that are in a deeper financial crisis than 
Bethel is. (As a matter of fact, I heard the other day in a news report that the Crystal Cathedral is on 
the verge of filing bankruptcy papers. They are very deep in debt and their attendance has dropped 
dramatically because of in-fighting that has taken place recently. ) I am not trying to brush Bethel’s 
situation under the carpet and I hope no one feels that I am justifying the attendance and offering 
figures for Bethel by saying that everyone is facing tough times.  
 Trying to figure out why many churches are feeling this pinch is something that economic and 
social experts would probably be able to analyze than I am and I will be the first to admit that those 
factors are beyond my understanding. (I would say they are beyond my expertise but that would 
raise some questions about any training in those areas, and I certainly never had any classes on 
economy or social trends.) And, even though many churches are in a similar situation to Bethel, that 
still does not give us answers as to how we can turn things around. 
 I don’t know if I am justified in looking to the way things have been going in the nation or not. 
But, I feel there is a co-relation to the high unemployment statistics, the poor economy and the 
attendance/offering figures for Bethel church. I feel that a lot of the uneasiness and anxiety over the 
economy and employment situation can be eased if on election day, people will call on God to guide 
the voters to elect Senators and Representatives who will call upon God to guide them into 
restoring this nation to what the founding fathers had envisioned. I feel that we have strayed so far 
away from the vision upon which this nation was developed. Now, you all probably know that I will 
never say that you should go and vote for any candidate that I feel is the best person for the job. 
Each and every one of us has the ability to choose for ourselves who we feel is the best person to 
be elected to any seat in the government. So, please, on November 2, do get out and vote for the 
candidates of your choice! We have the opportunity and the responsibility to vote! And, if you are 
not registered to vote, be in prayer for all that do vote! 
 I will say that with the way that things in our government have been going over the past many 
years, I think it would be good if many of the life-time politicians were relieved of the seat they feel 
belongs to them. I think too many of our Senators and Representatives are so out of touch with you 
and I that they have no idea how tough times really are. So, maybe it is time to clean out so many of 
the career politicians and get some fresh blood in there. 
 Reflecting back on the slogan of President Obama – “Change we can believe in” – maybe we 
should make that come true on election day and change the identity of many of our elected! The 
main thing to rely on is asking God to be in charge of all voters and lead them to vote for the God 
chosen candidates. We would hope that putting God back in charge in Washington will really result 
in change that we can all believe in. And, change is good – on many levels! 
 I know this has not been a very spiritual message, and if anyone is offended by that, I do 
apologize, but I do feel that I was lead to focus on this issue for this column. Again, if you feel I 
should not write columns like this, PLEASE, tell me! I would only hope that you would tell me when I 
do something you disagree with. 
     God Bless, and God Bless America! 
         Pastor Lou Ann 



 2 

 
MONTHLY PASTOR’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

MONTH: September, 2010 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES:     9/5 – Outdoor Service, Labor Day 

 9/12 – Outdoor Service – Congregational Meeting 
 9/19 
 9/26 

    
    
     
     
MEETINGS:  Consistory: 9/13 

   Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28 
   Adult Choir – 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28 

   Newsletter – 9/27, 9/28 
   
VISITS:  Home: 4 
   Contacts: 22 
   Home Communion: 0 
   Hospital: 7 
   Nursing Home: 4 
 
 
OTHER:  Choir Music – 9/6 
  
      
 
Complete days off:  4   
Sick Days this month: 0  Total for the year: 5 
Vacation Days this month:   0  Total for the year:10 
  
 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 

   Rev. Lou Ann Jones 
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November Birthdays      November Anniversaries 
 
8 – Sue Tharp        7 – Jim & Cheryl Worley  
8 – Georgetta Kreitz       16 – Bryan & Rose Rice 
8 – Bryan Rice        19 – Tim & Jill Kuhn 
12 – Ryan Simpson        
12 – Randy Noel        
15 – Sarah Diehl        
16 – Kathy Main        
19 – Melvin Rice        
23 -- Laura Walter        
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           JOYCE REICHERT       KATHRYN KALTREIDER   RUTH STER NER 

Room 215B           1935 Niagara Lane    P.O. Box 330 
 Colonial Manor Home              York, PA.   17404     Hanover, PA   17331 
 970 Colonial Ave     
 York, PA   17403 
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DOT RICE  passed away at her home on October 11th. She went through a rough time the past few                   
months of her life. Her funeral took place on Saturday, October 16th. She was laid to rest at 
Lischey’s cemetery. Se certainly uplift Mel, Bryan, Rose, Brooke, Courtney, Dot’s great 
grandchildren & Jim Knaub as well as her many friends and extended family members in our 
prayers! 
 
Dave Bankert’s mother, ANNA was in York hospital from October 15th. She will be a resident at 
Manor Care North for therapy and rehab. We certainly pray that she will get strong enough to return 
to her home very soon. God bless, ANNA! 
 
CHARLOTTE MILLER  had a Heart Cath done. Everything looked fine! Praise God! But, we also 
keep her sister, KATHRYN KALTREIDER  in our prayers. She will have a battery replaced on 
October 29th. We pray all goes well for Kathryn! GOD BLESS! 
 
We want to congratulate ERIC THARP & NICOLE CHETAITIS on the occasion of their wedding. 
Their wedding date is October 29. We wish them God’s blessings! Congratulations, ERIC and 
NICOLE! 
 
We uplift a young couple of Bethel church in our prayers as their wedding date is just around the 
corner. We ask for God’s blessings on LINDSAY BRILLHART & KEVIN BYRNES  as they are 
joined in Marriage on November 13th. CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES! 
 
Others that we have been praying for: DEB BANKERT,  
 
We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other 
experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers! 
 
 
On behalf on the consistory, we want to say thank you to all who responded to the survey in 
October. The results will be compiled and discussed at the November meeting. A special thank you 
to those who worked together to develop the survey questions. 
 
 
 And, we want to share some other items from the October consistory meeting. Interest in a 
Young Adult Sunday School class has been voiced. This class is intended for post high school 
adults – married and single. Dave Bankert will be organizing a Sunday School class for this group of 
people. More information will be forthcoming in the near future. 
 
 
 We also offer a very sincere THANK YOU to everyone who has contributed to the Parking Lot 
fund. At this point we are near to reaching half of the costs being covered. We still have a way to go 
to cover the expense of the parking lot, but we are certainly pleased with the response in giving we 
experienced to this point. 
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COMING EVENTS: 
 
Have you checked out the church website?  You can find us at  www.betheluccspringgrove .com  
   Our e-mail address:   betheluccspringgrove@g-mail.com. 
 
RALLY DAY – Sunday, October 31 .  Our Rally Day service will begin at 10:00 am. The program 

for that service will be presented by YADAH MINISTRIES from Christ’s American Baptist church in 
Menges Mills. We have experienced the ministry this group provides and we look forward again to 
the wonderful message and entertainment they provide. We invite you to bring your neighbors and 
family members to experience the program presented by YADDAH.  
 Then, following the service we will share in a Covered Dish Dinner. We will begin around 11:30 

am. We ask for you to bring a Main Dish OR a Vegetable Dish OR a Dessert. We always have 
plenty to eat and it is always DELICIOUS!  Following the meal, we will offer a time of fellowship. We 
will have the White Elephant Sale again and this has been proving to be a lot of fun! So, let’s see 
who become the competitive bidders this year! (Marg, are you getting your running shoes warmed 
up?)   
 KIM WEAVER is planning activities for the afternoon. THANK YOU, KIM (and helpers) for 

organizing the activities for us! 
 
 

 
THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE – 7:00 PM, NOVEMBE R 24. 
 
 We will again gather for a time of worship for Thanksgiving. We will gather in the Sanctuary at 
7:00 pm on Thanksgiving Eve and give praise to God for the many blessings He has given to us. As 
you prepare for this time of worship, we ask you to think about what it is you are thankful for. Your 
list may be short or long. Your list may be as detailed as you would like it to be. We will offer an 
opportunity for those present to share some or all of your list ONLY if you would like to do so. And, if 
you have favorite Thanksgiving songs or readings, please, share them with Pastor Lou Ann and 
they will be included in the service. THANK YOU! THANK GOD! 
 
 
HANGING OF THE GREENS – November 28, 2010.  
 
 It is hard to believe, but, coming very quickly is the first Sunday in Advent. November 28 we will 
celebrate the First Sunday in Advent with our Hanging of the Greens order of worship. This is a 
service in which we look at many of the traditions and decorations of the Christmas Season and we 
dedicated them to the glory of God.  
 This year, we ask you to bring what may be your favorite decoration or something that is very 
meaningful for you in your Christmas observances. We will ask some people to share the 
significance of what they brought. We will also have a time of blessing for these special items. If you 
have any questions, please see Pastor Lou Ann. 
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