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Greetings to you, and, peace from God our Father,a  nd our Lord Jesus Christ!

Over the past few months of consistory meetings we have had discussions about the lower
attendance that Bethel has been experiencing. Of course, this also affects the contributions that
Bethel has been receiving. | know it doesn’t change the figures to say that there are many churches
facing lower attendance and there are some churches that are in a deeper financial crisis than
Bethel is. (As a matter of fact, | heard the other day in a news report that the Crystal Cathedral is on
the verge of filing bankruptcy papers. They are very deep in debt and their attendance has dropped
dramatically because of in-fighting that has taken place recently. ) | am not trying to brush Bethel’'s
situation under the carpet and | hope no one feels that | am justifying the attendance and offering
figures for Bethel by saying that everyone is facing tough times.

Trying to figure out why many churches are feeling this pinch is something that economic and
social experts would probably be able to analyze than | am and | will be the first to admit that those
factors are beyond my understanding. (I would say they are beyond my expertise but that would
raise some questions about any training in those areas, and | certainly never had any classes on
economy or social trends.) And, even though many churches are in a similar situation to Bethel, that
still does not give us answers as to how we can turn things around.

| don’t know if | am justified in looking to the way things have been going in the nation or not.
But, | feel there is a co-relation to the high unemployment statistics, the poor economy and the
attendance/offering figures for Bethel church. | feel that a lot of the uneasiness and anxiety over the
economy and employment situation can be eased if on election day, people will call on God to guide
the voters to elect Senators and Representatives who will call upon God to guide them into
restoring this nation to what the founding fathers had envisioned. | feel that we have strayed so far
away from the vision upon which this nation was developed. Now, you all probably know that | will
never say that you should go and vote for any candidate that | feel is the best person for the job.
Each and every one of us has the ability to choose for ourselves who we feel is the best person to
be elected to any seat in the government. So, please, on November 2, do get out and vote for the
candidates of your choice! We have the opportunity and the responsibility to vote! And, if you are
not registered to vote, be in prayer for all that do vote!

| will say that with the way that things in our government have been going over the past many
years, | think it would be good if many of the life-time politicians were relieved of the seat they feel
belongs to them. | think too many of our Senators and Representatives are so out of touch with you
and | that they have no idea how tough times really are. So, maybe it is time to clean out so many of
the career politicians and get some fresh blood in there.

Reflecting back on the slogan of President Obama — “Change we can believe in” — maybe we
should make that come true on election day and change the identity of many of our elected! The
main thing to rely on is asking God to be in charge of all voters and lead them to vote for the God
chosen candidates. We would hope that putting God back in charge in Washington will really result
in change that we can all believe in. And, change is good — on many levels!

| know this has not been a very spiritual message, and if anyone is offended by that, | do
apologize, but | do feel that | was lead to focus on this issue for this column. Again, if you feel |
should not write columns like this, PLEASE, tell me! | would only hope that you would tell me when |
do something you disagree with.

God Bless, and God Bless America!
Pastor Lou Ann



MONTHLY PASTOR’S ACTIVITY REPORT
MONTH: September, 2010

WORSHIP SERVICES: 9/5 - Outdoor Service, Labor Day
9/12 — Outdoor Service — Congregational Meeting
9/19
9/26

MEETINGS: Consistory: 9/13
Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28
Adult Choir — 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28
Newsletter — 9/27, 9/28

VISITS: Home: 4
Contacts: 22
Home Communion: 0
Hospital: 7
Nursing Home: 4

OTHER: Choir Music — 9/6

Complete days off: 4

Sick Days this month: 0 Total for the year: 5
Vacation Days this month: 0O Total for the year:10

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Lou Ann Jones



Bethel U.C.C. Consistory Meeting
September 13, 2010

Meeting was called to order by Vice-president Dave Bankert at 7:35 PM with Pastor Lou Ann leading the
group in prayer.

Attendance: Dave Bankert, Ed Miller, Déquay Lauchman, Lynn Mclunkin, lolene Ernst, Brian Martz,
Tammy Diehl, Rev. Lou Ann Jones.

August minutes were reviewed and 3 corrections were made. In Church care, it should have read, Thank
you to Jim for all you have done for the church, not Thanks. Also under Church care, Consistory favored
the H&H quote and will take it to the Congregation, not consistory. Under Social, it should have read, A
chairperson is needed for the Rally Day celebration, not need. Lynn Mclunkin made a motion to accept
the minutes and was 2™ by Jolene Ernst.

Treasures Report: (C. Martz) Brian Martz read the report and said that Connie wanted permission to
transfer the Building Improvement Fund to a checking account to avoid a monthly service charge of
$12.00. Jolene Ernst made a motion to transfer the fundsto a checking account, and Brian Martz 2™ the
motion. Ed Miller made a motion to accept the report and Dequay Lauchman 2™ the motion.

Pastor's Report: (Rev. Lou Ann) Pastor’s report was accepted as read. Jolene Ernst made a motion to
accept and Lynn Mclunkin 2nd the motion.

Church Care: (E. Miller) Ed reported that the shrubs should soon be trimmed and it was decided to wait
until spring of 2011 to trim the shrubs. Ed also purchased parts for the upstairs men’s toilet.

Social: (L. McJunkin) Still looking for a chairperson for the Rally Day celebration. A date was set for the
winter Social-January 16, 2011, (the after Christmas Dinner).

Outreach: (D. Yost) No report.

Education: (T. Diehl) Regular Sunday School classes have started. Kim Weaver is replacing Rose Simpson
and Danetta Lochbaum is replacing Mike and Laura Walters as S.S. teachers. Lori has chosen a Christmas
Play for the youth. And she is looking into new ideas for the S.S. classes to do. Dave Bankert will start
working on a Young Adult class.

Worship: (1. Ernst) when the weather is chilly for an outdoor service, we should change to an indoor
service. Some people have commented that the weather was too chilly for them. Communion servers
for October 3" will be Dave Bankert, Brian Martz, Ed Miller, Lynn McJunkin, and Jolene Ernst will be the
alternate.

Ministry & Advisory: (D. Bankert) Dave mentioned he has seen improvements in the sermons. We still
need to work on getting more people to attend church. Doing a survey or suggestion box will be looked
into.




Rentals: (B. Martz) Sue Tharp has the social hall rented on September 19",

Offering & Attendance :( D. Bankert) July and August numbers were reviewed.

Fundraising: October 20" is the next fundraiser at Hoss’s. Jeri will e-mail coupons and some will be
available at church. A sub sale may be held in November. We are considering having 2 Chicken BBQ's
next year. To raise money to cover the cost of the parking lot resurfacing, we will use the special offering
envelopes and the share dropper’s bank in the narthex. Lynn will make a chart to show how the
fundraising is coming along.

Old Business: None

New Business: The Thoman family would like to use Ruby Thoman's memorial funds for pew cushions.
They are checking into prices.

Met-Ed will be installing an on demand meter. Large items will need to be set to come an at different
times to keep the cost down.

Hoffman Home asked Bethel Church to participate in the gift donations for their residents. A paper will
be in the bulletins for those interested to fill out.

The parking lot has been looked at. Farther repairs have been found. Dequay will check with H&H to see
if it will cost more to fix them.

Next month we need to discuss new consistory members and the budget for 2011.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Special Consistory Meeting

T Diehl
ey September 26, 2010

A special Consistory meeting was called to order by President Weaver at 10:05 a.m. T.he
purpose of the meeting was to address a request from a Church member who would like
to address the Consistory, under the stipulation that Rev. Lou Ann would not be present.
Rev. Lou Ann gave her consent earlier in the day to meet the member’s request.
Members present had no negative reactions to the request and scheduled to start t.he
October Consistory meeting at 7:00 p.m. on October 4™ for this information gathering
session. President Weaver would record comments made by the member and then .
later verify with the member that the recorded comments were of the member. Meting

adjourned at 16:15 a.m,
Respectfully submitted,

Jeri Jones
Secretary



November Birthdays

8 — Sue Tharp
8 — Georgetta Kreitz
8 — Bryan Rice

12 — Ryan Simpson
12 — Randy Noel
15 — Sarah Diehl
16 — Kathy Main

19 — Melvin Rice
23 -- Laura Walter

JOYCE REICHERT
Room 215B

Colonial Manor Home
970 Colonial Ave
York, PA 17403

November Anniversaries

7 — Jim & Cheryl Worley
16 — Bryan & Rose Rice
19 — Tim & Jill Kuhn

KATHRYN KALTREIDER RUTH STER NER
1935 Niagara Lane P.O. Box 330
York, PA. 17404 Hanover, PA 17331




DOT RICE passed away at her home on October 11™. She went through a rough time the past few
months of her life. Her funeral took place on Saturday, October 16™. She was laid to rest at
Lischey’s cemetery. Se certainly uplift Mel, Bryan, Rose, Brooke, Courtney, Dot’s great
grandchildren & Jim Knaub as well as her many friends and extended family members in our
prayers!

Dave Bankert's mother, ANNA was in York hospital from October 15". She will be a resident at
Manor Care North for therapy and rehab. We certainly pray that she will get strong enough to return
to her home very soon. God bless, ANNA!

CHARLOTTE MILLER had a Heart Cath done. Everything looked fine! Praise God! But, we also
keep her sister, KATHRYN KALTREIDER in our prayers. She will have a battery replaced on
October 29". We pray all goes well for Kathryn! GOD BLESS!

We want to congratulate ERIC THARP & NICOLE CHETAITIS on the occasion of their wedding.
Their wedding date is October 29. We wish them God’s blessings! Congratulations, ERIC and
NICOLE!

We uplift a young couple of Bethel church in our prayers as their wedding date is just around the
corner. We ask for God’s blessings on LINDSAY BRILLHART & KEVIN BYRNES as they are
joined in Marriage on November 13"™. CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES!

Others that we have been praying for: DEB BANKERT,

We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other
experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers!

On behalf on the consistory, we want to say thank you to all who responded to the survey in
October. The results will be compiled and discussed at the November meeting. A special thank you
to those who worked together to develop the survey questions.

And, we want to share some other items from the October consistory meeting. Interestin a
Young Adult Sunday School class has been voiced. This class is intended for post high school
adults — married and single. Dave Bankert will be organizing a Sunday School class for this group of
people. More information will be forthcoming in the near future.

We also offer a very sincere THANK YOU to everyone who has contributed to the Parking Lot
fund. At this point we are near to reaching half of the costs being covered. We still have a way to go
to cover the expense of the parking lot, but we are certainly pleased with the response in giving we
experienced to this point.



COMING EVENTS:

Have you checked out the church website? You can find us at www.betheluccspringgrove .com
Our e-mail address: betheluccspringgrove @g-mail.com.

RALLY DAY — Sunday, October 31 . Our Rally Day service will begin at 10:00 am. The program
for that service will be presented by YADAH MINISTRIES from Christ’'s American Baptist church in
Menges Mills. We have experienced the ministry this group provides and we look forward again to
the wonderful message and entertainment they provide. We invite you to bring your neighbors and
family members to experience the program presented by YADDAH.

Then, following the service we will share in a Covered Dish Dinner. We will begin around 11:30
am. We ask for you to bring a Main Dish OR a Vegetable Dish OR a Dessert. We always have
plenty to eat and it is always DELICIOUS! Following the meal, we will offer a time of fellowship. We
will have the White Elephant Sale again and this has been proving to be a lot of fun! So, let’s see
who become the competitive bidders this year! (Marg, are you getting your running shoes warmed
up?)

KIM WEAVER is planning activities for the afternoon. THANK YOU, KIM (and helpers) for
organizing the activities for us!

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE - 7:00 PM, NOVEMBE R 24.

We will again gather for a time of worship for Thanksgiving. We will gather in the Sanctuary at
7:00 pm on Thanksgiving Eve and give praise to God for the many blessings He has given to us. As
you prepare for this time of worship, we ask you to think about what it is you are thankful for. Your
list may be short or long. Your list may be as detailed as you would like it to be. We will offer an
opportunity for those present to share some or all of your list ONLY if you would like to do so. And, if
you have favorite Thanksgiving songs or readings, please, share them with Pastor Lou Ann and
they will be included in the service. THANK YOU! THANK GOD!

HANGING OF THE GREENS — November 28, 2010.

It is hard to believe, but, coming very quickly is the first Sunday in Advent. November 28 we will
celebrate the First Sunday in Advent with our Hanging of the Greens order of worship. This is a
service in which we look at many of the traditions and decorations of the Christmas Season and we
dedicated them to the glory of God.

This year, we ask you to bring what may be your favorite decoration or something that is very
meaningful for you in your Christmas observances. We will ask some people to share the
significance of what they brought. We will also have a time of blessing for these special items. If you
have any questions, please see Pastor Lou Ann.



Bethel UCC Offering and Attendance Report

Comparison Summary by Month of Previous Year (September 09 vs 10)
Avg Weekly Attendance
Avg Weekly Offering

Avg Weekdy Offering by Attendance

5.0
$66.96
$0.11

2009 vs. 2010
2009 2010
Loose Total Loose
Envelopes Offering Offering  Attendance # of Weeks Month  |Envelopes Offering  Total Offering Attendance  # of Weeks
$4,012.00 $110.00 $4,122.00 239 4 January $5,416.00 $203.00 $5,619.00 338 5
4,014.00 98.00 4,112.00 292 4 February 3,385.00 115.25 $3,500.25 199 3
5,335.00 204.00 5,539.00 402 5 March 4,310.00 162.00 4,472.00 347 4
4,483.00 402.16 4,885.16 4286 4 April 3,956.00 261.00 4,217.00 348 4
5,331.00 384.50 5,715.50 404 5 May 4,852.00 227.25 5,079.25 337 5
3,846.00 193.00 4,039.00 291 4 June 3,635.00 135.00 3,770.00 231 4
3,628.00 194.05 3,822.05 272 4 July 4,458.00 136.00 4,594.00 248 4
5,039.00 232.00 5,271.00 335 5 August 4,894.00 193.50 5,087.50 268 5
3,716.00 156.00 3,872.00 262 4 September 3,462.00 142,15 3,604.156 242 4
3,820.00 225.00 4,045.00 327 4 October
4,575.00 307.00 4,882.00 350 5 November
5,267.00 411.00 5,678.00 302 4 December
$53,066.00 $2,916.71 $55,982.71 3,902 52 Total $38,368.00 $1,575.15  $39,943.15 2,558 38
Average Weekly Attendance-SEP 65.5 Average Weekly Attendance-September 60.5
Average Weekly Offering-SEP $968.00 Average Weekly Offering-September $901.04
Year-to-Date 2009 # of Weeks b2 Year-to-Date 2010 # of Weeks 38
Attendance 3,902 Aftendance 2,558
Offering $55,982.71 Offering $39,843.15
Average Contribution per Attendee $14.35 Average Contribution per Attendee $15.681
Average Weekly Attendance 75.0 Average Weekly Attendance 67.3
Average Weekly Offering $1,076.59 Average Weekly Offering $1,051.14
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