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Greetings to you, and, peace from God our Father,a  nd our Lord Jesus Christ!
As | begin the writing of this month’s message naturally my thoughts turn to the “big” days in
February. Now with my using plural for the word “days” you may be thinking of the holidays we have
this month — Valentine’s Day and President’s Day. Well, you are correct on one hand. | am certainly
thinking about Valentine’s Day because it is the day where we center our thoughts and our activities
on the love we have in our lives. But the reason | used the plural is not because of Presidents Day
(even though it is an important item for us to remember). No, the reason | said about the big DAYS
of February is because of another event which takes place in this month. And, for the NASCAR fans
in our congregation, this day is probably equivalent to Christmas or Easter. | am talking about the
race at Daytona — the event which kicks off another season of races. Jeri has been salivating the
past few days because IT is getting closer and closer! He invites buddies over to watch the race
with him and he is like a kid in a candy shop.

But, enough about that. There is something else this year that is drawing our attention and that
is the earthquake in Haiti. It is heart wrenching to see the devastation in Port-Au-Prince, etc. | have
seen pictures of the numerous building that have collapsed and | just have to stare in disbelief.
Even in my most vivid imagination | don’t think | would have envisioned the total devastation that is
now a reality for these people. And, praise God for the hundreds of thousands of people who have
rushed to the aid of the Haitians. It is incredible to see people from around the globe working
together to help these people. Just recently as we have heard of the miraculous recovery of a
couple of people 10 days after the earthquake it was awesome to hear that teams from Israel,
Greece, Germany and many other countries are on the scene looking for survivors. Of course, by
now reality tells us there probably won’t be survivors. It was also heartwarming to see many
entertainers come together to raise money to support the efforts of so many in Haiti and the amount
raised was phenomenal. Itis also incredible to think that in as little as twenty seconds the course of
the world could be changed for a long time to come. The clean up from this event will take decades
— not just years. As we have seen from Katrina, the clean up will go on far longer than does the
water cooler talk about the event.

One of the reports that sticks out in my mind about the aftermath of the earthquake showed us
scenes of destroyed buildings, etc. It even showed us a destroyed church building. The camera also
showed shots of some survivors, some with injuries others with looks of defeat on their faces.
These people were living in the street because their homes were just piles of rubble behind them.
But the news report also showed people singing the praise of God and dancing in the street. These
are definitely people of faith. People who did not turn and blame God for the devastation but people
who see in this tragedy the glory of God and they give praise to God. These are people who along
with the other survivors have lost loved ones. These are people who have lost their homes. These
are people that probably have lost everything they had but instead of giving up and losing hope,
they turn to the one thing that cannot be taken away from them and that is the love of God in their
lives. As Paul wrote — nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord. And,
we have seen this with the people who sang God'’s praise and danced in the streets.

May the people of the world follow the guiding hand of God in reaching out to these people in need.
May God bless the efforts of all the relief workers now and for however long it takes to get these
people back on their feet! God bless the people of Haiti and all the people helping in any and
every way! God Bless you! Love, Pastor Lou Ann



MONTHLY PASTOR'’S ACTIVITY REPORT
MONTH: December, 2009

WORSHIP SERVICES: 12/6
12/13
12/20 - cancelled
12/24 — Christmas Eve
12/27 — Service with fellowship time and Children’s Program

MEETINGS: Consistory: 12/7
Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 12/1, 12/8, 12/22
Newsletter: 12/30
Ministry Advisory Committee: 12/7
Adult Choir — 12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22

VISITS: Home: 6
Contacts: 4
Home Communion: 0
Hospital: 3
Nursing Home: 1

OTHER: Play Rehearsal — 12/12, 12/26
Wedding Rehearsal — 12/18
Wedding — 12.20 (Starview UCC) — MATTHEW McKEE & CHRIS SCHWEITZER

Complete days off: 4 (including Christmas)
Sick Days this month: 0 Total for the year: 5
Vacation Days this month: O Total for the year: 20

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Lou Ann Jones



Bethel U.C.C. Consistory Meeting
December 7, 2009

Meeting was called to order by President Ernst at 7:40 PM with Pastor Lou Ann leading the group in
prayer.

Attendance: Dave Bankert, Fred Brillhart, Connie Delozier, Bob Ernst, Ed Miller, Kim Weaver,
Tammy Diehl, Connie Martz and Rev. Lou Ann Jones.

November minutes were reviewed and approved with the following corrections. C. Delozier made a
motion to accept the minutes and E. Miller 2" the motion with all approving.

1. Attendance: Connie Martz was not in attendance

2. Social: Should read “covered dish”

3. Correction to October’s minutes: Height chair to be changed to high chair.
Treasures report: (C.Martz): The report was approved by a motion from F. Brillhart and 2" by K.
Weaver with all approving.

Ministry & Advisory: (R. Ernst) Meeting began at 6:30 PM with a prayer by Pastor Lou Ann.

1. There was a discussion concerning the “Monthly Pastor’s Activity Report” with how visits
were recorded. Presently there are 4 classifications for visits, Home, Nursing Home, Hospital
and Home Communion. There will be a 5" classification referred to as General Contacts. In
the past these visits were entered under Home visits and now these contacts will have their
own classification.

2. How to improve Church Service attendance:

a. Attend other church services to get ideas.
b. Send post cards out when special services are scheduled.

3. Discussed the responsibilities for the Sunday School Superintendent and the liaison with the
Pastor.

Pastor’s Report: (Pastor Lou Ann) Pastors report accepted as read. K. Weaver made a motion to
accept and F. Brillhart 2" the motion with all approving.

Social: (D. Bankert) The next social activity will be the holiday dinner which will be held on Sunday
January 10™ at 5PM. We will have roast turkey with the trimmings.

Outreach: (D. Yost) Contacts for November
Birthday 10 Anniversary 2 Thinking of You 3
Get well 5

Worship: (Pastor Lou Ann) There were 19 in attendance for the Thanksgiving Eve Service. Blue
Christmas service is scheduled for 12/17 at 7:00 PM. Communion servers are needed for Christmas
Eve and the January 3" services. At the 12/13 service, consistory members will be installed during
the congregational meeting. Since this will be Tammy Diehl’'s and Sue Roth’s initial time on
consistory, Rev. Lou Ann and President Ernst will conduct their Installation ceremony.

Communion Servers

Christmas Eve January 3"
Kim Weaver Connie Delozier
Bob Ernst Dave Bankert
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Fred Brillhart Kim Weaver

Ed Miller Brian Martz

Dequay Lauchman-Alternate Tammy Diehl - Alternate
Rentals: (F. Brillhart) No Rentals

Offering and Attendance: (F.Brillhart) Fred noted that attendance and offering is lower.

Fund Raising: (C. Delozier) $150.00 was earned from the tea. The Fund Raising Committee will
have a reorganization meeting early in 2010.

Hymnal Committee: (Pastor Lou Ann) The new hymnals should be available for the Palm Sunday
Service. At this time the hymnals will be dedicated for God’s Service.

Old Business

Organ repair: Several attempts were made to contact the repair person but either Lori or Pastor Lou
Ann received a return call. We may need to look for another repair person for the organ.

Internet service for the church was discussed. Bob Ernst will check out the possibilities.

New Business

Ways to generate more attendance were discussed. This subject will be brought up early in 2010.
Gifts were approved for the tenders of our congregation.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted:

David Bankert

~—~ ~—~

The following is not part of the Consistory minutes but this is a message from Lori regarding VBS!

ety
g@gpﬁerl Bitle Soo

Hey Everybody!

| know it seems early but | wanted to give you the dates for our Summer Vacation
Bible School especially since we are changing the week. This year's VBS will be
June 27th - July 1st. Time is TBD. If you notice, June 27th is a Sunday and yes, we
are going to try something different this year with VBS beginning Sunday

evening with our closing program Thursday evening. | am also looking for volunteers.
| will need help with anything from crafts and activities to prop setting and closing
program preparations. If you are interested in volunteering, please let Lori Noel know
either in person at church or by phone at 717-968-9789.
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February Birthdays

7 — Jolene Ernst
14 — Pat Smeltzer
14 — Brady Noel
15 — Pam Ernst

17 — Miriam Walls
18 — Cheryl Worley
18 — Jeff Carroll

22 —Terry Jarvis
26 — Curt Miller

28 — Karen Beard
28 — Jeff Zumbrum

JOYCE REICHERT

Room 215B

Colonial Manor Home
970 Colonial Ave
York, PA 17403

February Anniversaries

7 — Dave & Deb Bankert
20 — Mike & Joan Stevenson

KATHRYN KALTREIDER RUTH STER NER
1935 Niagara Lane P.O. Box 330
York, PA. 17404 Hanover, PA 17331




RUBY THOMAN has been going through some additional tests. All is well and she will have
surgery on Feb 23 for the removal of the tumor and kidney. We certainly keep
Ruby and Bob in our prayer thoughts! GOD BLESS, RUBY

MARION LOUEY had a slight stoke and was in the CARM unit. She is now home and is
coming along. We continue to keep Marion in our prayers.

JANET BARNHART had surgery on her right foot. She is healing very well. She will have
the sutures removed on Jan 27™.

We keep MARVIN & BETTY KNIGHT and all their family in our prayer thoughts. On Jan 4™
their grandson, WM. KENSIE KNIGHT was killed in an auto accident. He was laid to rest
on January 9™ He was the oldest son of KEN & BONNIE KNIGHT. We know that God walks
with this family and is giving them the strength they need.

BURNELL & NADINE TRONE'’S daughter, VIVIAN, had a heart attack. She was in Hanover
Hospital and had a stent placed. She is home and is doing well.

EDNA ALBRIGHT, mother of Pastor Lou Ann was in York hospital Jan 5" and again on Jan 23".
the 23" was because of chest pains but she did not have any heart problems. She was in
overnight and was taken back to Normandie Ridge Sunday afternoon. We keep her in
our prayers.

We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other
experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers!

COMING EVENTS:

LENT BEGINS — February 17.

Once again our season of Lent begins with ASH WEDNESDAY. Our service will begin at
7:00 pm on February 17". We will once again have the imposition of Ashes during the worship
service. We look forward to a meaningful start to the season of Lent.

Then on the following Wednesdays of Lent we will gather for our mid-week services beginning
at 7:00 pm. Our services will be an interesting look into the deep spiritual meaning of Lent.

Mark Maundy Thursday — April 1 and Good Friday — April 2 on your calendars and plan to
share in those services as well.



THE ESTRADA FAMILY: Remember that we have a long term outreach with the Estrada Family.
We look to continue to help them with meeting their needs year round. If you would like to give gift
cards to any grocery store or to a department store, that would be wonderful! If you would like to
give anonymously you may drop donations in our SHARE DROPPERS BANK inside the front doors
of the church. Remember, the Share droppers bank is intended for contributors to drop loose coins
or currency you may have available at any time. We continue to support the Estrada’s as they took
on raising the children left without their mother because of domestic violence. Any questions, you
may see JOLENE ERNST.

DID YOU KNOW...... the church has a website? You can find us
at www.betheluccspringgrove ucc.com

We have a CHILDREN’S MISSION PROJECT underway. On the table outside the church office we
have a display of candy available for $.50 a piece. All proceeds will be used to purchase items from
the Heifer Project. So far we have purchased a Sheep and a flock of chicks. We have an additional
$140.00 and are ready to make another purchase. We appreciate all the support we have received
in this project and hope you will continue to support the Children’s Mission Project. THANK YOU!

Fund Raising Committee News

The Fund Raising Committee met recently to discuss upcoming events for the church. We have
several exciting funds raisers coming up more details to come.

Friendly’s fundraiser — Come on out to the North Hanover Mall Friendly’s on
Tuesday, March 9" and part of you check will go towards the church. — Contact Jeri Jones 717-225-
3744 for more information.

Q-

Q

Mother's Day Tea — Saturday, April 24™ at the church $15 per person. — Contact
Connie Delozier 717-632-5453 for more information.

=

2" Annual Chicken BBQ — Saturday, July 17" 10am — 1pm. $7.00 a ticket. Need lots

) of help like we did last year. Also we have some positions open if you would like to
volunteer to do work ahead of time. — Contact Kathy Main 717-451-8515 for more
information.

.

Also we will be doing some sandwich sales along the way, more details later.



NEW HYM NALS — On Palm Sunday — March 28" we will dedicate our new hymnals.

These hymnals are presented in loving memory of LOU MARTIN and BEN MASENHEIMER
by JOHN MARTIN. The new hymnals are THE CHALICE HYMNAL. We are excited about

this new venture! And we sincerely thank JOHN for presenting these hymnals to Bethel
church!

Daffodil Days — Cancer Sunday is March 21.

Place your orders now for Daffodils for Cancer Sunday. We have been supporting The
American Cancer Society for a number of years and will continue to do so. You may use the order
form below and send it to the church office. Or, you may turn in an order form to SUE THARP or
PASTOR LOU ANN by February 21. As you see, there are a variety of items you may choose and
the price is listed with each item. If you could make your payment with your order, it would be

greatly appreciated. THANK YOU! And, we certainly hope and pray that one day cancer will be an
obsolete word!

AN INTERESTING NOTE: Over the past few years we have seen Eagles in the area of Codorus

Park. Just recently EDITH and DEQUAY LAUCHMAN were able to get beautiful pictures of the
pair!
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