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Greetings to you, and, peace from God our Father, a nd our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

 Spring time is such a beautiful time of the year! I just love to see everything change from the 
dull, grayness of winter to the beautiful, colorful spring. Everything seems to have a newness, a 
freshness about it. It is beautiful! Of course, with the budding of the trees and flowers we also have 
the down side of allergies and sensitivities that so many people suffer with. I too am among those 
who have the adverse effect of pollen and allergens. And I know a number of people had a pretty 
bad time again this year because of allergies.  
 But, the beautiful time of Spring is seeing all the flowers that pop up (seemingly overnight) and 
display their beauty for all to see. And the flowering trees are just gorgeous too. I love to drive and 
see a variety of colors from white blossoms to purple blossoms to green leaves. This truly is a 
beautiful time of year. And, along with the beauty of the trees is the wonder of the return of many 
species of birds. I was thrilled a week or so ago when we saw a bluebird around our place. This is 
always a sign that the winter is past and spring is definitely here.  We also know that fairly soon we 
will see the return of many butterflies…. and you know I am definitely anxious for that!   
 All of these things that I have mentioned so far could be termed by another major event that 
happens this time of year. That, of course, is the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead. Easter was only four short weeks ago, but oh, the message and the meaning of that day! This 
year, one of the resources that I read related a story about a father talking with his young daughter 
about the meaning of Easter. She replied to his question by saying “Of course I know the meaning 
of Easter!” And when he asked her what Easter means, she replied with great emphasis………… 
“SURPRISE!”  And that is truly for us the meaning of Easter. God pulled a big surprise on the evil 
one. After all, Satan thought he had won when the Son of God died on the cross. His victory was 
when Jesus was placed in the tomb. And Satan thought it ended there. But, then come Sunday 
morning….. SURPRISE! The tomb was empty. And, the One who gave His life for our sins, the one 
who died for us, was alive once again! How awesome is that!  How beautiful is that!  Just incredible! 
 Now my mind is venturing into another aspect of the newness that comes with this time of year. 
It involves a huge change that I will be making in my life. In four weeks I will be having Gastric By-
pass surgery. So, this will mean a total transformation in my life style. I will be making a total 
change in my eating habits for the rest of my life. So, I need to ask for your prayers that I will be 
successful with this. I need to ask for your continued prayers that I do not slip back into my old (and 
bad) habits. This will result in major weight loss for me, so, this is kind of like a season of spring for 
me because I am on the threshold of a whole new me.  I am ready for the surgery but I will admit 
that there is an element of apprehension and that stems from the unknown elements of what lies 
ahead. Like I said, this will be a total change in eating and lifestyle. So, I ask for your support and 
your prayers and I venture into this whole new life. I have never been thin so when the weight 
comes off, I will be a new person! I actually want to become “half” the woman I am now! With the 
strength of God’s Spirit working in me, I hope this body will finally be a temple worthy of the God I 
love and serve.  
 In closing, I just want to wish everyone a wonderful Spring. May you know the love of family and 
friends and more importantly, may you know the love of God who sent His Son to give His life for 
us. May we love the Lord with all we are, and give Him all we got! 
  

       With love,     Pastor Lou Ann 
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MONTHLY PASTOR’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

MONTH: March, 2010 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES:     3/3 – Mid-week Service 

 3/7 – Scout Sunday 
 3/10 – Mid-week Service 

 3/14 – 
 3/17 – Mid-week Service 
  3/21 – Cancer Sunday & Reception of New Members: TIM& JILL   

  KUHN, MATTHEW McKEE, LAURENCE & NANCY     
  VICKERS 

  3/24 – Mid-week Service 
  3/28 – Palm Sunday; Dedication of New Hymnals 
     
     
MEETINGS:  Consistory: 3/1 

   Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 3/2, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 
   Adult Choir: following Mid-week services: 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24 

   Newsletter: 3/29 
   Ministry Advisory Committee: no meeting 
   

   
   
VISITS:  Home: 15 
   Contacts: 28 
   Home Communion: 0 
   Hospital: 2 
   Nursing Home: 2 
 
 
OTHER:  Burial – 3/1, RUBY THOMAN 
  Bowling Fellowship – 3/6 
  New Member meeting – 3/15 
  
 
  
      
 
Complete days off:  4   
Sick Days this month: 0  Total for the year: 2 
Vacation Days this month:   0  Total for the year: 0 
 
 
 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 

 Rev. Lou Ann Jones 
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Bethel U.C.C. Consistory Meeting 
March 1, 2010 

 
Meeting was called to order by President Weaver at 7:33 PM with Pastor Lou Ann leading the group 
in prayer. 
 
Attendance: Jolene Ernst, Dave Bankert, Lynn McJunkin, Connie Delozier, Sue Roth, Jeri Jones, 
Dequay Lauchman, Brian Martz, Ed. Miller, Jess Nace, Kim Weaver, Connie Martz and Rev. Lou 
Ann. 
 
February minutes were reviewed.  C. Delozier made a motion to accept the minutes and seconded 
by L. McJunkin. 
 
Treasures report: (C.Martz): The report was approved by a motion from J. Ernst  and 2nd by J. Nace 
with all approving. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Presented by Pastor Lou Ann. Motion to accept was made by D. Bankert and L. 
McJunkin 2nd the motion with all approving. 
 
Church Care: (E. Miller)  No items of business 
 
Social: (L. McJunkin) No items of business 
 
Outreach: (D. Yost):  See below 
 
Education:  (T. Diehl):  Lori noel ordered an Easter play for Palm Sunday.  Sunday School will have 
a scavenger hunt on Easter Sunday. 
 
Worship: (J. Ernst):  Ash Wednesday service cancelled due to icy parking area.  Ministry Advisory 
meeting is scheduled for April 5th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Rentals: (B. Martz) No Rentals 
 
Offering and Attendance: (D. Bankert)   February numbers reviewed 
 
Fund Raising: (C. Delozier) Will have a Joe Cobie’s pizza sale in April with delivery in May.  Hoss’s 
benefit night will be May 19 and October 20th.  Look for a coupon on the website or in the  
newsletter.  April 25th is Tea.  Chicken BBQ is July 17th.  Sub sale in October.  Next meeting is 
March 25th. 
  
Hymnal Committee: (Pastor Lou Ann)  Hymnals will be first used on Palm Sunday. 
 
Website:  (Jeri Jones) Website has been updated with fund-raisers and other information 
  
 
 
Old Business 
 

1. Children have raised enough money through candy sale to purchase a water buffalo. 
 

2. Wii party scheduled for May 8th at 2:00 p.m. at Tim and Jill’s house.  Bring a snack 
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3. There will be a meeting shortly to discuss merging the two adult Sunday School classes 
 

 
New Business: 
 

1. Servers for Maudy Thursday – Jeri and Sue Roth 
2. Servers for Easter – K. Weaver, J. Nace, D. Lauchman, B. Martz, alt, J. Ernst 
3. There will be a reception on new members in March. 
4. Children’s sermons should not contain any terms that could be misleading by the youth. 
5. Question was raised on what schedule is being used to determine what cards to send out.  A 

member was missed for a birthday. 
6. New voice mail options will be investigated. 
7. A list of closing contacts will be gathered over the summer.  Also, an email can be sent out to 

those with Internet when church is cancelled. 
8. Volunteers are needed for Ruth Sterner pickup.   
  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Jeri Jones 
Secretary 
 
   
 
March 2010 Outreach Report  
 
Birthday Cards – 11 
Anniversary Cards – 5 
Thinking You – 3 
Get Well – 8 
Sympathy – 4 
Easter Holiday – 4 
 
Total - 35 
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May Birthdays        May Anniversaries  
 
7 – Cody Shue        2 – Randy & Lori Noel    
10 – Charlotte Miller       9 – Steve & Karen Beard 
13 – Lindsay Brillhart      16 – Fred & Dixie Brillhart 
13 – Gary Simpson       16 – Marlin “Doodle” & Rose Ruth 
13 – Larry Simpson       19 – John & Becky McMaster 
14 – Dot Rice        22 – Steve & Deb Trimmer    
14 – James Worley         
14 – Pearl Geisler        
18 – Marg Leppo        
19 – William Abbott        
21 – Derrick Simpson 
23 – Joyce Reichert        
29 – Amy (Smith) Crabill         
30 – Mike Stevenson  
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           JOYCE REICHERT       KATHRYN KALTREIDER   RUTH STER NER 

Room 215B           1935 Niagara Lane    P.O. Box 330 
 Colonial Manor Home              York, PA.   17404     Hanover, PA   17331 
 970 Colonial Ave     
 York, PA   17403 
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MARION LOUEY died April 10 following a short battle with cancer. She turned 82 on 
 April 9.  Her funeral service was held at the church on April 14. She is laid to rest 
 In Marburg Cemetery. We keep her daughter LINDA OVERBAUGH and all her 
 Family as well as Marion’s companion, ED MYERS and all his family in our prayers! 
 
HELEN BROOKS  mother of ROSE SIMPSON is not doing well. She is under  
 end-of-life care. We certainly keep ROSE and all of Helen’s family in our prayers  
 as they face this time with their loved one. God bless Helen and all of her family. 
 
RUTH SNYDER had out patient surgery on April 27. She had her esophagus stretched. She 
 also got good word that the effects of the Celiac disease on her digestive system shows no 
 irritation. PRAISE GOD! 
We also have some prayer concerns for people who prefer to keep anonymous. We want  
 to pray for people having financial difficulties; for people who are having cancer treatments; for 
 people recovering from cancer treatments; for people who have lost their jobs; for people 
 having marriage problems; for those mourning the loss of loved ones. 
Others that we uplifted in prayer:  CARL LAUCHMAN – had surgery; MATTHEW McKEE – had 
      surgery. Both are doing well following their procedures. 
 
We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other 
experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers! 
 
 

COMING EVENTS: 
 
Have you checked out the church website?  You can find us  
     at www.betheluccspringgrove ucc.com  
Fund Raising Committee News 
 
The Fund Raising Committee met recently to discuss upcoming events for the church.  We have 
several exciting funds raisers coming up more details to come. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
2nd Annual Chicken BBQ – Saturday, July 17th 10am – 1pm.  $7.00 a ticket.  Need lots 
of help like we did last year.  Also we have some positions open if you would like to 
volunteer to do work ahead of time. – Contact Kathy Main 717-451-8515 for more 
information. 

 
 
  Also, Joe Corbi’s Pizza  orders  are due Sunday, May 9. Order forms are available at the 
church or call the church office – 632-4260. Order will be picked up on May  . 
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Dear Friend of Bethel United Church of Christ:  
 
We are excited to team up with Hoss's Steak and Sea House to raise money for a very worthy cause. Please 
consider visiting the Hoss's location(s) listed below on 5/19/2010 to aid us in raising money to benefit Bethel United 
Church of Christ. 
 
Print this email and present it on 5/19/2010 at Hoss's in Hanover  
Hoss's will then donate 20% of your total check paid to Bethel United Church of Christ  
*New this year: If your group raises $1200 or more in sales, Hoss's will donate 25%! This applies to s ingle 
day, single store events only.  
 

                                                                Group #7500  
 
 
Please print and present this email when ordering. Voucher distribution is prohibited on Hoss's property. Thank you 
for your cooperation. 

     Our community night date: MAY 19, 2010. 
 

      (Please detach the above coupon to present to Hoss’s) 
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It is time for us to gather information about the graduates of our church family. So if anyone from 
your family graduated or completed course requirements since last June or will graduate this spring, 
please let us know!  We plan to recognize our graduates on the first Sunday of June – June 6. 
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Mark your calendars!  Our annual Family Dinner will feature Ham and all the trimmings. We all know 
     how delicious this meal is! And, we always end it with Ice Cream and Strawberries. So, reserve 
     the date and invite your family to come along to Bethel for the dinner. This is our 
     Mother/Daughter and Father/Son dinners combined into a Family Dinner.  
 
 
 
Pastor Lou Ann will be on medical leave beginning June 2 and will be unable to drive for 10 days 
following. She will be having Gastric By-pass surgery on that date. Please keep her in your prayers 
for a successful surgery and a quick recovery.  If you have need of Pastoral services during this 
time, you may call Pastor Lou Ann and she will contact a colleague to visit.  The worship leader for 
June 6 and 13 will be Rev. Richard Benner, and we look forward to sharing in worship with him 
again! 
 
VBS – coming soon!  We are beginning to gear up to Vacation Bible School. It will be held from 
JUNE 27 to JULY 1 . This is SUNDAY through THURSDAY!  The theme this year is Bible Ridge 
Ranc.   YEE-HAH!  See LORI NOEL for more details. 
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