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Greetings to you, and, peace from God our Father, a nd our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

 We are now at the end of May and it seems like summer is reminding us that it is just around 
the corner. Mother Nature had given us some really warm days in March and April to tease us but 
now we are getting the roller coaster temperatures of the transition from Spring to Summer. We also 
know that this fluctuation in temperatures sparks storms. Well, let me tell you, the storms we had 
Thursday evening have left a permanent impression on Jeri and I. We were watching television 
when we heard a loud noise on our deck. We had just been talking about the Mountain Man from 
Franklin County back in the 1960’s in the book “Deadly Pursuit” that Ruth Snyder has. Her sister 
was one of the victims of the mountain man and so the connection made the book very interesting! 
(I actually read it in one day.) But I was kidding Jeri about being uneasy home alone while I am in 
the hospital. Well then this noise happened. I got up and went out on the deck to make sure it was 
one of the items on our table had blown over. As I looked up at the sky the clouds were so eerie 
looking. When I came back in I said to Jeri... “this doesn’t look good”. Well the lightning got more 
severe and the winds stronger as the storm hit. I decided to go to the bedroom to get ready for bed. 
I had the t v on for a short time but even before listening to the weather forecast I turned off the t v 
and the dish and rolled over to go to sleep. In just a few minutes there was such a loud crash and a 
bright flash. At that the clock/radio in the one spare bedroom came on blaring at full volume. I got 
out of bed and without putting on my glasses I made my way to turn it off. I then went to the 
basement door and called down to Jeri. He said that we just had three “fireworks” in the basement. 
Needless to say we thought that the house or the internet dish had been struck. I was afraid of fire. 
Jeri thought something was burning in the basement because we could something that smelled hot. 
So, we called 911. Within a few minutes a volunteer firefighter was on the scene. He checked out 
the house and nothing was on fire. But, Jefferson was called out to a medical assist and when the 
truck was released from that call, they too stopped by the house. We found out later that we lost our 
internet modem, the telephone jack in the kitchen, and our garage door opener. The next morning 
when I got up I immediately went outside to check out the situation with the light of day. Apparently 
lightning struck the oak tree near the bedroom corner of the house. The bark on the trunk is split up 
about 4 feet. I guess the lightning followed the roots toward the house and it jumped into the 
internet cable from the dish into the house. Thank goodness that even though the modem was fried 
Jeri’s computer is fine.  I have never been so close to a lightning strike and I hope to never be so 
close again. I remember as a kid we would go out and jump in rain puddles even while the storm 
was in the area. But I definitely want to ask children to definitely not do that. I realize now just how 
dangerous that was.  
 Anyway, one of the thoughts that has gone though my mind from the event is that as powerful 
as the forces of nature may be, we should always keep in mind that our awesome God is far more 
powerful! I thought about Jesus stilling the storm and I thank God too that nothing more severe 
happened to us. We could have been hurt or the house damaged. So, praise God we had minimal 
inconvenience. And I can envision the hand of God protecting Jeri and myself as the power from the 
lightning surged through the house. Thank you, Lord, for keeping us safe! 
 May you all know the protective, strong hand of God in your lives! May the strength of God be 
with us every day because God is far more powerful than any force of nature. Praise God! 
  

       With love,     Pastor Lou Ann 
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MONTHLY PASTOR’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

MONTH: April, 2010 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES:     4/1 – Maundy Thursday 

 4/2 – Good Friday 
 4/4 – Eater Dawn; Easter Communion  

 4/11 – Humor Sunday 
 4/18 
  4/25   
   
   
     
     
MEETINGS:  Consistory: 4/5 

   Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 4/6, 4/13, 4/27 
   Adult Choir: following Mid-week services: 4/1, 4/6, 4/20, 4/27 

   Newsletter: 4/30 
   Ministry Advisory Committee: no meeting 
   

   
   
VISITS:  Home: 6 
   Contacts: 37 
   Home Communion: 5 
   Hospital: 0 
   Nursing Home: included in Communions 
 
 
OTHER:  Good Friday Prayer Vigil – 4/2 
  Viewing – 4/13 
  Funeral – 4/14 – MARION LOUEY 
  Everybody’s Birthday Party – 4/18 
  
 
  
      
 
Complete days off:  4   
Sick Days this month: 2  Total for the year: 4 
Vacation Days this month:   0  Total for the year: 0 
 
 
 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 

 Rev. Lou Ann Jones 
 
 
 
 

Bethel U.C.C. Consistory Meeting 
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April 5, 2010 
 

Meeting was called to order by President Weaver at 7:33 PM with Pastor Lou Ann leading the group in 
prayer. 
 
Attendance: Jolene Ernst, Dave Bankert, Lynn McJunkin, Connie Delozier, Brian Martz, Ed. Miller, Jess 
Nace, Kim Weaver, Tammy Diehl, Connie Martz and Rev. Lou Ann. 
 

March minutes were reviewed. B. Martz made a motion to accept the minutes and seconded by L. 
McJunkin. 
 
Treasures report: (C.Martz): The report was approved by a motion from D. Bankert and 2°d by E. Miller with 
all approving. 
 

Pastor's Report:, Presented by Pastor Lou Ann. Motion to accept was made by C. Delozier and L. 
McJunkin 2nd the motion with all approving. 
 
Church Care: (E. Miller) New parts for tractors have been ordered; Henson Paving will give an estimate on 
parking lot; Considering a second cleaning day; Sanctuary windows need some work - bowing. 
 

Social: (L. McJunkin) 30 people attended breakfast. Thanks for all of the help in the kitchen and 
donations; Everyone's Birthday Party is April 18t'. June 13 is Family Dinner. 
 
Outreach: (D. Yost): See below 
 

Education: (T. Diehl): Easter play was very nice; Lori Noel hasXlanning for Bible School 
underway. A planning meeting is scheduled for April 19 . 
 
Worship: (J. Ernst): Old hymnals will be donated; Communion service will be copied out of old hymnal to 
use in future service; Ministry Advisory meeting is set for June 7a` at 6:30 p.m.; The prelude in Sunday service 
will start at 8:55 a.m. so that sermon time is not cut short. 
 
Rentals: (B. Martz) No rentals 
 
Offering and Attendance: (D. Bankert) March numbers reviewed 
 
Fund Raising: (C. Delozier) Meeting scheduled for April 28t'. Tea is scheduled for April 25; Joe Corbi's pizza 
information will be distributed soon; Hoss's fund raisers on May 19 and October 20. A coupon will be 
available online and in the newsletter. 
 
Website: (Jeri Jones) - Updated to this point. 
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Old Business: 

New B usiness: 

 1. Paper rolls for tables needs to be replaced – all got wet with septic backup. 

 2. A motion was made to pay Behavioral Nightmare $150.00 for playing at Everybody’s Birthday Party. 
  Motion made by C Delozier and seconded by L Mc Junkin. 

 3. A supply minister is needed for June 6th with Rev. Lou Ann’s surgery. 
 

 4. Hoffman Homes is having a fund rauser on May 22. Church will take up a special collection in May  
  using special envelopes. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Tammy Diehl                                                                                                                                            
Assistant Secretary 

 

April Outreach Report 

Birthday Cards – 17                                                                                                                              
Anniversary Cards – 4                                                                                                                                     
Thinking of You – 5                                                                                                                      
Get Well – 2                                                                                                                     
Sympathy – 1 

Total – 29 
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June Birthdays           June Anniversaries  

6  -- Deb Trimmer         13 – David & Pat Smetlzer                             
12 – Morgan Main         25 – Ryan & Amy Simpson                            
13 – Betty Knight         29 – Marvin & Betty Knight            
15 – Becky McMaster                                                                               
15 – Russell Wentz                                                                                
19 – David Smeltzer                                                                               
23 – Raymond Warner                                                                                
24 – Linda McJunkin                                                                                     
26 – Sara Miller                                                                                  
26 – Todd Jacoby                                                                                     
26 – Chad Brillhart 
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HELEN BROOKS  mother of ROSE SIMPSON died May 19th. She had battled congestive 
 heart failure and lived longer than doctor’s expected. She was laid to rest on May 22 
 and her funeral took place at Dub’s UCC. She is laid to rest beside her husband, 
 William in Dub’s cemetery. We keep ROSE and all Helen’s family and loved ones in  
 our prayers. 
 
PAT SMELTZER has been going through tests for a fluctuating heart beat. She will have 
 a stress test on June 14. We certainly pray that the tests reveal what is causing this 
 and the doctors will quickly treat this problem. God Bless, PAT! 
 
My uncle, BRUCE WARRNEFELTZ passed away Tuesday from cancer. Keep my mother, EDNA 
 ALBRIGHT in prayer. She can’t accept that she couldn’t be there. 
 
My surgery is on June 2. Keep me in prayer for a speedy recovery! 
 
EDDIE MILLER and BONNIE KERRIGAN  were married on May 15th at Bethel church. Pastor Dan 
 from Bonnie’s church conducted the service. We congratulate Eddie and Bonnie and wish them 
 the very best! 
 
We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other 
experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers! 
 
 

COMING EVENTS: 
 
Have you checked out the church website?  You can find us  
     at www.betheluccspringgrove ucc.com  
Fund Raising Committee News 
 
The Fund Raising Committee met recently to discuss upcoming events for the church.  We have 
several exciting funds raisers coming up more details to come. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP SELLING TICKETS – NOW! See Kathy Main. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
2nd Annual Chicken BBQ – Saturday, July 17th 10am – 1pm.  $7.00 a ticket.  Need lots 
of help like we did last year.  Also we have some positions open if you would like to 
volunteer to do work ahead of time. – Contact Kathy Main 717-451-8515 for more 
information. 

 

�
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It is time for us to gather information about the graduates of our church family. So if anyone from 
your family graduated or completed course requirements since last June or will graduate this spring, 
please let us know!  We plan to recognize our graduates on the first Sunday of June – June 6. A list 
of the graduates we are aware of is included in this newsletter. 
 

�
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�������������

Mark your calendars!  Our annual Family Dinner will feature Ham and all the trimmings. We all know 
     how delicious this meal is! And, we always end it with Ice Cream and Strawberries. So, reserve 
     the date and invite your family to come along to Bethel for the dinner. This is our 
     Mother/Daughter and Father/Son dinners combined into a Family Dinner.  
 
 
 
 
Pastor Lou Ann will be on medical leave beginning June 2 and will be unable to drive for 10 days 
following.  If you have need of Pastoral services during this time, you may call Pastor Lou Ann and 
she will contact a colleague to visit.  The worship leader for June 6 and 13 will be Rev. Richard 
Benner, and we look forward to sharing in worship with him again! 
 
 
 
 
 
VBS – coming soon!  We are beginning to gear up to Vacation Bible School. It will be held from 
JUNE 27 to JULY 1 . This is SUNDAY through THURSDAY!  The theme this year is Bible Ridge 
Ranch.   YEE-HAH!  See LORI NOEL for more details. 
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