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Greetings to you, and, peace from God our Father, a nd our Lord Jesus Christ! 

As you are probably aware, I had Gastric By-pass Surgery on June 2. I am thankful to be able 
to say everything is going very well for me. I have taken off a significant amount of weight already 
and I feel so much better than I did earlier this year. It is amazing how things change! I want to 
again thank everyone for your prayers, for the cards and phone calls and for the visits while I was in 
the hospital and at home recuperating. Your love and support mean so much! I just ask for 
continued prayers for the change in lifestyle this will mean for me. Again, THANK YOU! 

Now, there is something that weighs on my heart since our last Consistory meeting and as 
much as I don’t like using this as a focus for a message, I feel it needs to be brought to our 
attention. At the June consistory meeting part of the evenings’ discussion focused around a 
situation that has come up. And, along with many of our personal situations, the economy is greatly 
affecting Bethel Church. I know many of our households are experiencing a tightening of the 
financial belts because we are in a time of poor economy.  We know that there are many of us 
facing some very uncertain times. Expenses are increasing. Raises are diminishing. Jobs are 
uncertain, or maybe even lost. Many of us are concerned about how our financial situation will be 
going in the next days or months. Well, the tight economy has hit Bethel church and for the first time 
in many years, Bethel has found it necessary to cash in a Certificate of Deposit so that we could 
meet our bills. And, earlier in the year we had an ending balance in the checkbook of less than 
$10.00. I know that this is tough times for everyone and I don’t like “preaching” about giving to your 
church. But, unfortunately the reality tells us that if things don’t improve, we are going to have to rely 
on more and more of the reserve funds. And, we know that doing that will drain those funds. When 
the budget for 2010 was approved, we tried to keep expenses to a minimum realizing that the 
economy was bad and how it might affect the church. But even with those precautions, we are 
finding ourselves in a very tight financial situation. 

We have been in prayer asking for God to guide us through these times. I have been in prayer 
asking God to direct my thoughts and words for this message. We do trust that God will get us 
through these times, but we also realize there are things that we need to be doing too. We can’t just 
sit on our hands and wait for the blessings of God to come raining down upon us. We need to get 
pro-active and give direction on how we can possibly make it through. So, there are a few things we 
feel we need to place before you for your consideration. The first is to ask you to consider placing 
an extra dollar or two in your envelop each week. Every little bit helps. And, if everyone attending 
would do this, we would have say fifty dollars extra a week and maybe two hundred extra dollars a 
month. This would be a great help. The second suggestion we offer is that whenever you are not 
attending worship, still use that week’s envelop and contribute offering for the weeks you are not at 
worship and turn them in the next time you are in worship. I know some of the deceased members 
of Bethel church had done this and we are feeling the pinch of this loss. Again, it does add up.  

In past years we had been dependent upon the Annual Holiday Bazaar to be a major fund 
raiser for us. We have stopped the bazaar and instead have opted to have various fund raisers 
throughout the year. We are very thankful for the support we have had in these ventures but we 
need to ask for your continued support in selling tickets or sandwiches or pizzas and to support the 
fund raising nights we offer at restaurants. We know that it may be hard to ask family, friends and 
co-workers to buy things repeatedly, but we do need to improve the income from these ventures in 
order to keep our finances in the black.  

Keep us in prayer and let God speak to your heart to help out. May the blessings of God be with 
you and with Bethel church!    God Bless!   With love, Pastor Lou Ann. 
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MONTHLY PASTOR’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
MONTH: May, 2010 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES:     5/2 

 5/9 – Mother’s Day 
 5/13 – Ascension Day Service 

 5/16 
 5/23 - Pentecost 
  5/30 – Music Appreciation Sunday 
   
   
     
     
MEETINGS:  Consistory: 5/3 

   Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 5/4, 5/11, 5/25 
   Adult Choir: 5/4, 5/13, 5/25 

   Newsletter: 5/29 
   Ministry Advisory Committee: no meeting 
   

   
   
VISITS:  Home: 3 
   Contacts: 16 
   Home Communion: 1 
   Hospital: 0 
   Nursing Home: included in Communions 
 
 
OTHER:  Wedding Rehearsal – 5/14 
  Wedding: 5/15 (played Organ) EDDIE MILLER and BONNIE KERRIGAN 
  Attended Funeral: 5/22 – HELEN BROOKS 
  Choir Dinner – 5/25 
  
 
  
      
 
Complete days off:  4   
Sick Days this month: 2  Total for the year: 4 
Vacation Days this month:   3  Total for the year: 3 
 
 
 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 

 Rev. Lou Ann Jones 
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Bethel U.C.C. Consistory Meeting 

May 3, 2010 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Weaver at 7:35 PM with Pastor Lou Ann leading the group 
in prayer. 
 
Attendance: Jolene Ernst, Dave Bankert, Lynn McJunkin, Connie Delozier, Sue Roth, Jeri Jones, 
Dequay Lauchman, Brian Martz, Ed. Miller, Jess Nace, Kim Weaver, Tammy Diehl and Rev. Lou 
Ann. 
 
April minutes were reviewed.  S. Roth made a motion to accept the minutes and seconded by L. 
McJunkin. 
 
Treasures report: (C.Martz): The report was approved by a motion from D. Bankert  and 2nd by L. 
McJunkin with all approving. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Presented by Pastor Lou Ann. Motion to accept was made by J. Ernst and D. 
Lauchman 2nd the motion with all approving. 
 
Church Care: (E. Miller)  Getting bids to repair the parking lot.  Mowers are working fine. 
 
Social: (L. McJunkin) June 13 is the Family Dinner.   August 1st is the Picinc.   
 
Outreach: (D. Yost):  See below 
 
Education:  (T. Diehl): Bible School planning is moving along.  D. Bankert is charge of outside 
activities and K. Weaver is planning closing events.   A ranch theme will be used this year.  A 
petting zoo is one idea. 
 
Worship: (J. Ernst):  No feedback on 9:00 a.m. start time.  Good feedback was heard concerning 
Humor Sunday.  Sunday outdoor service schedule starts on June 6th with Rev. Benner filling in.  
Every other week will be outdoors. 
Pentecost servers – B. Martz, E. Miller, C. Delozier, D. Bankert – alternate D. Lauchman 
 
Rentals: (B. Martz) Simpson’s on May 22nd. 
 
Offering and Attendance: (D. Bankert)   April numbers reviewed 
 
Fund Raising: (C. Delozier) Tea raised $135.00.  Joe Corbi sale on now.  May 19th is Hoss’s.  
Chicken BBQ is July 17. Sandwich sale and Hoss’s will be in October. 
 
Website:  (Jeri Jones) – Updated to this point. 
 
 
 
Old Business: 
 

1.  Thank you to Joe Simpson for getting table paper rolls for the church. 
2.  Participating in the Hoffman Home fundraiser in May. 
3.  Everyone enjoyed the Behavioral Nightmare concert in April. 
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New Business: 
 

1. Folks are sought to pickup Ruth Sterner.  B. Martz and J.Ernst/L. McJunkin volunteered to 
assist. 

2. Thank you to those who filled in for D. Bankert on May 2nd. 
3. The Girl Scouts will not return to the church in 2011. 
4. Girl Scouts plan to work on the flower beds and planting on May 22nd. 
5. The family of Marion Louey has requested to plant a tree in her memory.  Someplace in the 

area behind the bell tower would be acceptable. 
6. The Carroll family has transferred to Dub’s Church. 
7. Gettysburg Association representative of the Conference will present the church an OCWM 

certificate on June 6th. 
8. The minister of Trinity -  Roth’s Church has contacted us concerning helping to pay expenses 

to bring the newly elected UCC President into the area.  More information is needed. 
9. Penn Central Conference suggests a stipend of $125 for supply ministries.  Motion was 

made by J. Ernst and seconded by S. Roth for the church to increase our stipend from $75 to 
$100.   Motion carried. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Jeri Jones 
Secretary 
   
 
 

April 2010 Outreach Report 
 

Birthday Cards – 17 
Anniversary Cards – 4 

Thinking You – 5 
Get Well – 2 

Sympathy – 1 
 

Total - 29 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS          JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

3.  Rose Becker           7.  Tom & Diane McCollum 
3.  Nancy Trimmer          15. Joe & Connie Delozier 
4.  Leah Shyk           29. Raymond Warner 
6.  Rose Simpson 
11. Leona Ernst 
14. Tom McCollum 
15. Dave Bankert 
21. William Dubs 
22. Dixie Brillhart 
22. Deb Yost 
24. Ruth Snyder 
26. Burnell Trone 
28. Danetta Lochbaum 
 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS         AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 
5.  Edith Lauchman          10. Jeff & Leah Shyk 
5.  Jeff Shyk           22. Bob & Rose Becker 
6.  Nadine Trone          24. Walter & Josie Miller 
8. Phyllis Warner          24. John & Marg Lingg 
8. Pat Lauchman 
10. Katie Jarvis 
10. Jamie McKim 
13. Carol Kopp 
18. Steven Yost, Sr. 
19. Tina Main 
19. Evelyn Grubb 
21. Marg Lingg 
23. Lester Frey 
24. Fred Wentz 
25. Kevin Byrnes 
26. Ed Masenheimer, III 
27. Benjamin Kreitz 
27. Elizabeth Kreitz 
29. Courtney (Rice) Pope 
31. Danielle Spahr 
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PAT SMELTZER went through tests and found out she had a chest cold that was the  
 source of her problems. Praise God it was found and she has relief! 
 
GARY SIMPSON has a torn Miniscus in his knee and will have orthoscopic surgery on July 6th. We 
 certainly hope all goes well and he quickly heals from this procedure! GOD BLESS, GARY! 
 
DEQUAY LAUCHMAN  has been diagnosed with Muniers Disease. It affects his inner 
 ear and has caused dizziness problems for him. We pray he has minimal bouts 
 with this! GOD BLESS, DEQUAY! 
 
CHARLOTTE MILLER  was in the hospital because her defibrulator went off twice. It 
 was because of medication. They put her back on the previous medication and it 
 seems to be doing good. Praise God! 
 
NANCY VICKERS has been going through tests and as this is written is going through tests for 
 possible kidney stones. We hope they determine what is going on and treat her quickly! God 
 Bless, NANCY! 
 
My surgery on June 2 went well. I had minimal pain. I have taken off 35 pounds so far. I am able to 
 add soft foods to my eating this week! I do ask for your continued prayers for a successful 
 change to my lifestyle!  And, I thank everyone for the cards and phone calls during my recovery. 
 They certainly helped my healing process! Praise God for all the blessings! 
 
We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other 
experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers! 
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COMING EVENTS: 
 
Have you checked out the church website?  You can find us  
     at  www.betheluccspringgrove ucc.com  
 
AND – we now have an E-mail address. It is: betheluccspringgrove@gmail.com . So, you may 
contact the church through e-mail. 
 

Fund Raising Committee News 
 
The Fund Raising Committee met recently to discuss upcoming events for the church.  We have 
several exciting funds raisers coming up more details to come. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
2nd Annual Chicken BBQ – Saturday, July 17th 10am – 1pm.  Advanced sales - $7.00 
a ticket and walk up purchases - $7.50.  Need lots of help like we did last year. And 
we need donations of Baked Goods! Contact Kathy Main 717-451-8515 for more 
information. 

 
Also, pass the word that we will have extra dinners available for purchase the day of the Bar-B-Q!  

 THANK YOU all for your support and your help! 
 

CHURCH PICNIC -   AUGUST 1, 2010  
 
 We are looking forward to our Annual all church activity day on AUGUST 1.  We will begin the 

 day with Prayer and Praise in the Pavilion. Our worship service starts at 10:00 am. We again will  
 offer donuts and coffee for your enjoyment before and during the worship service. 

 Then, following the service, beginning around 11:15 am, we will begin our Church Picnic. This 
 again is a covered dish meal. Please bring a meat, side dish or dessert dish to share with all in 
 attendance. The church will provide Hot Dogs and Soup for all to enjoy.  Also, bring your plates and 
 utensils for your meal. There are always extras available if you forget yours.  We also ask for people 
 to bring coolers of drinks to share. We usually have plenty of cans of soda available but we would 
 like to have iced tea, water, or other summer time drinks to share. 

 We are also getting together another round of games to enjoy. Jeri is working on getting a 
 list of games together. If you know of any fun activities, get in touch with Jeri and let him know! 

 Our day usually ends around 2 or 2:30pm. So, bring your lawn chairs. Bring your favorite table 
 games. Or, just plan to visit for the day. We always have a good time! 

 
 One thing that is different this year is that we are not planning our Saturday activities. We have 

 had very few attending the campfire and activities in past years so we will not offer that this year. 
 However, if you would like to camp out at the church from the evening of July 31 to August 1, you 
 are more than welcome to do so. We just won’t be offering the mountain pies or other goodies. Just 
 let us know if you plan to camp out. 
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