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Greetings to you, and, peace from God our Father,a  nd our Lord Jesus Christ!

It is with a heavy heart that | write this month’s message. | hadn’t done the newsletter when it
normally should have been published and | do apologize about that! But, with the passing of Ruby
Thoman quite unexpectedly last week, the production got delayed even further. And, | really
apologize to all of you about the lateness of this edition.

Once again Bethel is grieving the loss of one of our dear faith family. In recent years it seems
we have faced this kind of loss all too often. We have lost a number of faithful people and as
always, their passing is deeply felt in many areas of the life of the church.

Ruby’s passing came near the beginning of our journey of Lent for this year. And, certainly the
focus of Lent as we look along with our Lord Jesus to the cross and His death and resurrection,
causes us to be ever mindful of our salvation and our eternal destination. Because of the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus we are assured that those who believe in Him will live with Him
forever. And, without a shadow of doubt we know that Ruby is there, singing in the Angel choir, and
enjoying the place prepared for her.

Lent is the time of the church year where we are called to look at our lives and to determine
areas where we don’t quite live up to what God expects of us. We are called to be in prayer and
study about our lives and we are called to seek out the areas of sin in order to repent and make
changes in order to overcome those shortcomings. This year we are looking at a study written by
James Harnish entitled “LIVING WITH THE MIND OF CHRIST". Each week we will look at a
characteristic of the life of our Lord Jesus and we will explore how we may incorporate that
characteristic into our daily lives. We will look at: THE LOVE OF JESUS; HIS SERVANTHOOD,; HIS
FAITHFUL SUFFERING; HIS SURRENDERING TO GOD’S WILL; HIS HUMILITY; HIS
OBEDIENCE; AND HIS GLORY. These lessons challenge us to examine our lives in order to see
how closely we live our lives to the way Jesus lived His. It is a thought provoking study and well
worth a look not only during the season of Lent. It is worth looking at this study at different times
throughout the year!

Lent is the main time of the church year that we examine our daily life to see how closely we
live our lives to the life of Christ but this is an exercise we should do all year long. We should
repeatedly look at the living of our lives and determine how well we do exemplifying the life and love
of our Lord. | know that | should examine my life far more often than | do. | know | have quite a
number of times where | fall short of the calling of God for myself. As | prepare the focus topics
listed in the previous paragraphs, | find myself challenged in many ways to deepen my commitment
to serving my Lord and my God and | can only hope and pray that these mid-week messages may
do the same for many others.

The journey of Lent is for six-weeks but we are called to serve our God 24-7-365(or 366 in leap
years). So may we all make a commitment to deepen our awareness of God in our life. May we all
make a commitment to deepen our service to God. May we all make a commitment to serve God
with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength. May we make a
commitment to serve our God with the love and dedication shown by Ruby and all the saints who
have gone before! RUBY and all our loved ones, “THANK YOU FOR YOUR EXAMPLE OF LOVE
AND SERVANTHOOD!” May we be as faithful in our service! God Bless! With love, Pastor Lou Ann



MONTHLY PASTOR’S ACTIVITY REPORT
MONTH: January, 2010

WORSHIP SERVICES: 1/3 — Communion Sunday

1/10
1/17
1/24
1/31

MEETINGS: Consistory: 1/4

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 1/2, 1/19, 1/26
Adult Choir — 1/12, 1/19, 1/26

Newsletter: 1/26

Ministry Advisory Committee: no meeting

VISITS: Home: 9

Contacts: 19

Home Communion: 3

Hospital: 2

Nursing Home: included in home communions
OTHER: Funeral — WM. KENSIE KNIGHT

Church Christmas Dinner — 1/10
Complete days off: 4
Sick Days this month: 0 Total for the year: 0
Vacation Days this month: 0 Total for the year: 0

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Lou Ann Jones



Bethel U.C.C. Consistory Meeting
January 4, 2010

Meeting was called to order by President Weaver at 7:32 PM with Pastor Lou Ann leading the group
in prayer.

Attendance: Dave Bankert, Lynn McJunkin, Connie Delozier, Sue Roth, Jeri Jones, Dequay
Lauchman, Brian Martz, Ed. Miller, Jess Nace, Kim Weaver, Tammy Diehl, Connie Martz and Rev.
Lou Ann.

December minutes were reviewed. L. McJunkin made a motion to accept the minutes and
seconded by B. Martz.

Treasures report: (C.Martz): The report was approved by a motion from C. Delozier and 2™ by L.
McJunkin with all approving.

Pastor's Report: Presented by Pastor Lou Ann. Motion to accept was made by D. Bankert and S.
Roth 2" the motion with all approving.

Church Care: (E. Miller) Prices for sealing parking lot will be received in 2010.

Social: (L. McJunkin) The next social activity will be the Holiday dinner on Sunday January 10™ at
5PM. April 18" will be Everyone’s Birthday Party with entertainment by classic rock band Behavioral
Nightmare.

Outreach: (D. Yost): No report

Education: (T. Diehl): All is going well with Lori Noel as Superintendent.

Worship: (J. Ernst): 12 in attendance for Blue Christmas Service; 109 in attendance at Christmas
Eve Service. The worship-cookies-Children’s program was a good format.

Rentals: (B. Martz) No Rentals

Offering and Attendance: (D. Bankert) No report for December

Fund Raising: (C. Delozier) Will schedule a meeting in early 2010. Members will be C. Delozier, B.
Martz, J. Jones and K. Weaver. We will look to schedule the Chicken BBQ on July 17™.

Hymnal Committee: (Pastor Lou Ann) Hymnals have been ordered

Website: (Jeri Jones) 2010 events have been added to the calendar. Other events will be posted
as they are announced.
Old Business

1. Organ has been repaired and maintenance completed.

2. A lengthy discussion on improving attendance was held with some good ideas presented
including the mailing of a postcard and/or telephone calls to those who haven'’t been in
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attendance for a while. It was also suggested to host a “Beginners” meeting for relatively
new members. A Rejuvenation Committee was formed consisting of K. Weaver L., Noel, D.
Bankert, L. McJunkin and C. Delozier with a meeting set for January 14™.

New Business

1. Elections:
President — Kim Weaver
Vice President — David Bankert
Secretary - Jeri Jones
Asst. Secretary — Tammy Diehl

B. Martz made a motion to close the elections and accept the slate of officers. L. McJunkin
seconded . Motion carried.

2. Audit Committee formed consisting of F. Brillhart and D. Bankert.

3. The Bylaws need to be reviewed in 2010. A committee consisting of S. Roth, J. Nace and K.
Weaver was formed.

4. Lori Noel is the new Sunday School Superintendent.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted:

Jeri Jones
Secretary






March Birthdays March Anniversaries

3 — Bob Becker 1 — Mel & Dot Rice

4 — Tim Miller 7 — Bill & Ruth Snyder

6 — Lawrence (Bubba) Mummert, Jr. 20 — Curt & Charlotte Miller

9 — Rachel Nelson 20 — Richard & Nancy Trimmer

11 — Brett Noel

11 — Mike Walter

15 — Makenzie Dehoff
22 — Jessie Nace

27 — Diane McCollum
30 — Robert B. Thoman
31 — Vicky (Jarvis) Miller

JOYCE REICHERT KATHRYN KALTREIDER RUTH STER NER
Room 215B 1935 Niagara Lane P.O. Box 330
Colonial Manor Home York, PA. 17404 Hanover, PA 17331

970 Colonial Ave
York, PA 17403




RUBY THOMAN died unexpectedly on February 24. She did well with the surgery the beginning of
the month but was having problems with her digestive system. She was admitted to Hanover
Hospital on February 20. Her funeral took place on February 27 at the church. It was a moving
time for the family as Rob sang “COMING HOME?” for his mother. Because of the weather
conditions, the cemetery asked for the burial to be postponed until Monday, March 1. She is
buried in York Street Cemetery. She will be greatly missed by her husband of 63 years
ROBERT and her daughter, BECKY McMASTER and son ROB and all her family. We will all
miss Ruby!

MARION LOUEY is having trouble with a loss of appetite. We certainly pray that Marion gains the
desire to eat so that her strength gets stronger. GOD BLESS, MARION!

JANET BARNHART is coming along on the road to recovery. Certainly when the weather gets
better it will be easier for her to get out. Our prayers are with you, JANET!

SUE THARP has been having a rough time with her back. She was shoveling snow and irritated it
and then it really went bad when she turned the wrong way. She has been in pain for quite
some time so we certainly pray that her back gets better quickly! We miss you Sue! GET WELL
SOON!

DAVE & DEB BANKERT celebrated their 40™ wedding anniversary on Feb. 7. They planned a
weekend get away but the weather postponed that a week for them. Then, on Feb 21, they
were planning to attend a banquet at Parkville Fire Hall where they thought Brian was receiving
an award. SURPRISE, Brian and Dave’s sister Carol had a surprise party for them. It was quite
a nice time!

We certainly apologize if we fail to mention anyone going through any illnesses or other

experiences we mention during our prayer concerns at church! We do keep you in our prayers!

COMING EVENTS:

LENT BEGAN — February 17.

Once again our season of Lent begins with ASH WEDNESDAY. Our service will begin at
7:00 pm on February 17". We will once again have the imposition of Ashes during the worship
service. We look forward to a meaningful start to the season of Lent.

Then on the following Wednesdays of Lent we will gather for our mid-week services beginning
at 7:00 pm. Our services will be an interesting look into the deep spiritual meaning of Lent.

Mark Maundy Thursday — April 1 and Good Friday — April 2 on your calendars and plan to
share in those services as well.

Have you checked out the church website? You can find us
at www.betheluccspringgrove ucc.com
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Children’s Mission Project -- update!

THANK YOU! Because of a $50.00 and a $20.00 gift to the children’s mission project, we have
reached the goal of $250.00 to purchase a Water Buffalo from Heifer Project. This is the second gift
the children have chosen to purchase. Earlier we purchased a Sheep and a Flock of Chicks! We
certainly thank EVERYONE for your support of this project and we look forward to our next
purchase! (Some of the children want to purchase a Cow for $500.00 — a challenging goal but with
your support we could get there!)

Fund Raising Committee News

The Fund Raising Committee met recently to discuss upcoming events for the church. We have
several exciting funds raisers coming up more details to come.

The Finance Committee met recently to discuss upcoming events for the church. We have several
exciting funds raisers coming up more details to come.

Friendly’s fundraiser — Come on out to the North Hanover Mall Friendly’s on
Tuesday, March 9" and part of you check will go towards the church. — Contact Jeri
Jones 717-225-3744 for more information.

Mother’s Day Tea — Sunday, April 25" at the church $15 per person. — Contact Connie
Delozier 717-632-5453 for more information.

2" Annual Chicken BBQ — Saturday, July 17" 10am — 1pm. $7.00 a ticket. Need lots
) of help like we did last year. Also we have some positions open if you would like to
volunteer to do work ahead of time. — Contact Kathy Main 717-451-8515 for more

‘ information.
I&I5

Also we will be doing a Joe Corbi’s Pizza sale coming up in April and a sub sale in September,
more details later.

NEW HYM NALS — On Palm Sunday — March 28™ we will dedicate our new hymnals.
These hymnals are presented in loving memory of LOU MARTIN and BEN MASENHEIMER
by JOHN MARTIN. The new hymnals are THE CHALICE HYMNAL. We are excited about
this new venture! And we sincerely thank JOHN for presenting these hymnals to Bethel
church!



Important things happening in Worship and Sunday School in March:

MARCH 7™ is our SCOUT RECOGNITION SUNDAY! We will have members of the Daisy and
Junior troops meeting at Bethel participating in our worship service.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS will be held on either March 14 or March 21. We will announce
the date in worship on the 7. At this point we are receiving 3 new members. If you or
someone you know may be interested in becoming a member, please let us know!

MARCH 28™ -- CHILDREN'S EASTER PROGRAM During the 10:30 Sunday School hour Lori is
planning to have the children present a special Easter Program. And then on Easter Sunday an
Easter Scavenger Hunt is planned instead of the Egg Hunt. More details on these events will be
announced in our worship services!

MAUNDY THURSDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY: April 1 is our Maundy Thursday Service. We will
share in the sacrament of Holy Communion during this worship service. Then, April 2 is our Good
Friday activities. This year we will offer the prayer vigil from 6:00 AM to 12 NOON . A sign-up sheet
is posted in the Narthex if you would care to participate. As always, if you are not able to come to
the sanctuary to participate in the vigil, you may do your vigil off site. If you are not able to do a one-
half hour time slot, you may indicate 15 minutes and we will cover the balance of that time.

EASTER SUNDAY ACTIVITIES Easter is APRIL 4™ and we will gather for our DAWN service at
6:30 am. We will share in the blessedness of Easter for a half-hour worship service.

Following the Dawn service we will again have an EASTER BREAKFAST beginning around 7:15 in
Fellowship Hall. We need donations for this breakfast! We need Pancake Mix, Eggs, Sausages,
Milk, Juice, Pastries, ANYTHING you would like to donate for breakfast! Please see LYNN
McJUNKIN or DAVE or DEB BANKERT!

EASTER COMMUNION SERVICE — 9:00 am We invite all to join us for a meaningful worship
experience as we celebrate the empty tomb and share in the Eucharist.

Then, for the Sunday School hour, you are welcome to watch as teams of children from our Sunday
School participate in an Easter Scavenger Hunt!

Good and Exciting times for alll WELCOME!
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